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In every Storyline we like 
to have a 'high point' at 
the end. This is often a 
special visit by the class 
to a place of interest or 
to have an expert witness 
answer our questions. 

In this presentation I 
want to show an example 
of a topic developed in 
the last workshop on 
Storyline at Skarpnäcks 
skolan in Stockholm



The topic was designed by 
Steve Bell with the idea 
that the end point of the 
storyline was a visit to 
Aquaria -Vattenmuseum
- the aquarium of 
Stockholm.



Animals and plants are 
authentic…

…widely 
differing in 
adaptations, 
morphology, 
behaviour and 
environments

the aquarium gives to children 
an experience that something 
unexpected may happen!

We believe that many aquariums in the world
have an enormous potential as a pedagogical resource



Storyline: a fish

Key question: What do you think a fish is?



Pupil activity: fantasy fish mobiles an collages.
-they name it using parts of their own real names





Models are presented to the class and
pupils are questioned about the fish

they have created



In pairs, pupils select a real fish to compare
and contrast with the one they have designed.
They become experts about a real fish and present
their research on a poster. 



Storyline: the aquarium

Imagine if the Local Authority
in your area were to decide to
build a new Aquarium near your
school…

Key question: What do you think it should contain to make
it as interesting as possible?



Brainstorming a list of contents
for the new Aquarium – variety 
display tanks, variety of fish/ani-
mals etc…, services for visistors 
(toilets, café, seating etc.) staff 
and activities.



From the list created each group
selects an area and designs a possible
display for that section

Aquarium tank

”Touch pool”

Movie theatre

Restaurang



When built together this make a
three-dimensional model of the Aquarium.



Culminating event: the class visit a real aquarium
Aquaria – Vatenmuseum at Stockholm 

How does our aquarium 
compare a real one?

Do they have my own fish?

Our guide Kristian
had an important roll
the day of the visit…

…he was prepared to
answer many questions 
instead for a
traditional
guided tour.



Piranhas in the rain forest…

Feeding fishes in 
the mangrove
swamp.

A tour in…



The life in the coral reef…

Bengt, the green murena
was curious too!



In small groups, pupils 
could study how a
flounder shifts its 
pattern when moving
between different
backgrounds. 



Using all the senses and
feeling respect for
living organisms…



What does a very, very small fish eat?
-with a microscope could the pupils study plancton from the Baltic!

Algae of fascinating forms…

a pupil’s hair

…and very small animals!



Because our pupils come from an area which is in
some ways deprimed, many of them only visit museums
with school. They need a lob of input before they began
to be creative.
We found the Aquarium visit was more of an inspirational
starting point than an end of project ”high point”.

Julie Lerpiniére, Askebyskolan



Thank you to the children and teachers
of Askebyskolan and Enskedefältets
skola at Stockholm! 

…and to the Faculty of Nature Sciences
at the Stockholm University for great
interest in the project and financial support.
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