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A GREEK INSCRIPTION FROM LESBOS HONORING A JULIO-CLAUDIAN
During the course of the excavations of 1987 in Mytilene conducted by the University of
British Columbia under the aegis of the Canadian Archeological Institute at Athens an
inscribed block was discovered. 1 It did not emerge from the excavations themselves; rather
it was found in the garden of the property at 6 Kardoni Street that the Institute had rented to
serve as a base of operations. The house lies just west of the church of Agios Therapon, and
according to the present owner the block had been brought there by his father from a
workshop in the direction of Agiassos.2
The block is of grey marble and has been reused as a well-head. A hole varying from
0.34 to 0.40 m. in circumference has been made through the inscribed surface which served
as the top of the well. The sides beneath the inscribed surface have been trimmed in order to
fashion the block into a roughly cylindrical well-shaft. The surface was first dressed with a
toothed instrument, while the other sides, excep for the (original) top, were more smoothly
dressed. The top is quite roughly finished, and has a pair of cuttings (approximately 0.075 to
0.080 m. square) situated in diagonally opposite corners.3
The height is 0.70 m., the width 0.78 m. and the thickness 0.58 m. The height of the letters
is 0.03 m., and the text is non-stoichedon
[Dr]oË!on KlaÊd[i]on tÚn pãt[e]
Taf.VII a
ra t∆ Sebã!tv D¤o! Meg¤!tv !≈
thro! Tib[er¤v Klaud¤]v Ka¤!aro!
vvv %eb[ã!tv German¤k]v vacat
Epigraphical Commentary
The inscribed surface is somewhat weathered, but all the surviving letters and traces can
be made out distinctly on a good squeeze. Serifs adorn the letters, and the fact that omikron
is considerably larger in circumference than the slightly ovoid omega makes it easy to
distinguish between the two in the case of fragmentary letters.

1

My thanks are due to the director of the excavations, Professor E.H.Williams, for permission to study
the stone, and to my colleague Professor E.Csapo, with whom I initially examined the stone. To the former
and Professor N.M.Kennell I am grateful for helpful comments on an earlier draft of this paper.
2 At least one other anciently worked stone, a small block decorated with sculpture in relief, was also
found in the garden of this property for which see the report on the excavations of 1987 by E.H.Williams
forthcoming in Classical Views/Echos du Monde Classique. Over the course of the following winter (198788) construction was begun on the property and subsequently halted when antiquities were found. Thus it is
worth mentioning that IG XII, 2 209 (as restored, honoring the emperor Gaius), 86 and 442 were found in or
near the church of Agios Therapon.
3 The cuttings are roughly as deep as they are square, but have no traces of metal or perforations that
might indicate their precise function, or even the time at which they were made. The size of the stone, in
itself, does not rule out the possibility that it was a statue base (cf. e.g., IG XII, 2 Suppl. 62)
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Line 1 : two or possibly three (if one was iota) letters have been lost at the beginning of the
line. The lower right portion of the arc of omikron is preserved. The bottom of the centered
vertical of upsilon survives. The bottom horizontal and part of the diagonal stroke of the
sigma are visible. The bottom right third of the arc of the second omikron survives. A very
small portion of the arc of the third omikron is faintly visible. The centered vertical of tau
survives. It is quite unlikely that more than a single letter has been lost at the end of the line.
Line 2: the top two-thirds of each leg of delta survive, and the angle formed by them is
noticeably greater than that of any preserved alpha or lambda. The top half of the iota is
preserved in the narrow space between the letters on either side of it.
Line 3: the top two-thirds of the iota are visible. The top of the vertical and the top part of
the upper arc of beta survive. To judge from comparison with lines 1 and 2 some eight to ten
letters in the middle of the line were lost when the block was converted into a well-head.
Nearly two-thirds of the arc of omega survive.
Line 4: a space equivalent to that occupied by three letters in each of lines 2 and 3 has
been left uninscribed at the beginning of the line. A part of the vertical and the top of the
upper arc of beta survive; after it between eleven and thirteen letters have been lost. The top
of the arc of omega is preserved. The remainder of the line is uninscribed.
The second declension genitives in -v make it obvious that the inscription is in Aeolic
dialect. The use of Aeolic in inscriptions from Lesbos waned in the third and second
centuries before Christ, but was revived in the first.4 From the time of Pompey's sojourn in
the East until the end of the second century after Christ it was preferred over koine by a wide
margin on honorific inscriptions.5
It is clear that a relative (surely the father) of a Julio-Claudian emperor was the honorand
of this inscription. The remains at the beginning of line 1 are consistent with a single name
from the Julio-Claudian house: DroË!on. Thus the honorand is Nero Claudius Drusus,
brother of the emperor Tiberius and father of Claudius.6
4

See C.D.Buck, The Greek Dialects (Chicago, 1955) 208, 280 for the survival and revival of Aeolic. The
barytonesis and psilosis of Lesbian Aeolic were a subject of much discussion among the scholars of
Alexandria, and it is generally the custom to employ them in editions of inscriptions written in Lesbian
dialect (S.Charitonides, Afl ÉEpigrafa¤ t∞! L°!bou [Athens, 1968] is a notable exception), regardless of
their date. It should be pointed out, however, that there is a descrepancy between the practice of epigraphers
and that of editors of literary texts in the matter of accentuation. The latter (e.g., E.Lobel and D.Page,
Poetarum Lesbiorum Fragmenta [Oxford, 1955]) treat all oblique cases of the definite article as (proclitic)
oxytones. See E.-M. Hamm, Grammatik zu Sappho und Alkaios (Berlin, 1957) 44 and F.Bechtel, Die
Griechischen Dialekte (Berlin, 1921) Vol. I, 7-8. Perispomenon articles were accented with the grave (i.e.,
t∆, t∆i t∆n etc.) by Aristarkhos (in Apollonios Dyskolos, dc Syntaxi 51.26), and papyrus discoveries tend
to confirm this principle of accentuation. Cf. J.T.Hooker, The Language and Text of the Lesbian Poets
(Innsbruck, 1977) 18-23 and the review of this book by A.M.Bowie in LCM 3 (1978) 23-29.
5 "Honorific" inscriptions here include: IG XII, 2 140-267, 654-6; IG XII Supplement 39-63;
Charitonides (n.4 above) 38-66; SEG 27.484 and 29.741. Except for the period of (Trajan and?) Hadrian,
when they were equally popular, Aeolic was far more popular than koine.
6 The order of Drusus' names here is unusual, but not unique. It is found also on an inscription (dated
between 14 and 19) from Ilion honoring Antonia, Drusus' wife: see Peter Frisch, Die Inschriften von Ilion
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The regular nomenclature of the emperor Claudius is easily accommodated in the lacunae
in lines 3 and 4 created by the alteration of the block into a well-head, although the
identification of him with Zeus Megistos is unique, so far as I have been able to determine.7
The inscription, then, is to be dated during the reign of Claudius. It is remarkable that the
earliest possible date for the inscription is a full fifty years after Drusus' death in 9 B.C. (Dio
Cassius 55.1; Veil. Pater. 2.97.1). Such recognition of long deceased ancestors and family
members was characteristic of Gaius as well. At Mytilene there was a dedication (IG XII, 2
172) from the reign of Gaius honoring Marcus Agrippa, Agrippa Posthumus, and the
brothers and sisters of the emperor, and at Thera the father of Gaius was honored during his
reign (IG XII, 3 472 and Suppl. 1393).8
The most likely time for such recognition of Drusus is shortly after Claudius' accession.
At that time he, like his predecessor and successor, arranged for a number of honors to be
decreed for various members of his family, including games to be held in the Circus on the
anniversary of Drusus' birthday.9 It is worth noting that, although Drusus was caned a god
on an earlier Lesbian inscription honoring his wife, Antonia, he was not so called on the
present dedication.10

(Bonn, 1975) 88 ( = IGR IV 206). Velleius Paterculus (writing about A.D. 30) employs this same order in
his Historiae Romanae 2.95. 1; 97.2, and DroË!o! KlaÊdio! N°rvn occurs on an inscription from Epidauros,
2
2
IG IV , 1596. Cf. E.Groag and A.Stein, Prosopographia Imperii Romani Saec. I, II, III (Berlin and Leipzig,
1933) 857.
7 For the usual nomenclature of Claudius see Groag and Stein (n.6 above) 942, and, e.g., IG IV2, 1 601;
602; IG VII 67, 68, 87, 2439, 2978; IG XII 3 473 etc. Claudius was identified with [ÉApoll«na] Patr“on at
2
Athens on JG II 3274. At Eresos an emperor was identified with Zeus Megistos on IG XII, 2 542 (see the
improved reading with photograph in Charitonides [n.4 above] p.89 and plate 40g), and IG XII, 2 100 (from
Thermi, just outside Mytilene) also honors Zeus Megistos. On Zeus Soter and Zeus Megistos on Lesbos see
E.L.Shields, Cults of Lesbos (Baltimore, 1917) 24-25, who refers to a prayer (IG XII, 2 278) that associates
ı krãti!to! [ka‹] / m°gi!to! ye«n ZeÁ! with ı yeÚ! %eba!tÚ!. Claudius is called [t]Ún !eba!tÚn [k]a‹
m°gi!ton ka‹ krãti!ton on IG XII, 3 1395.
8 Gaius was also associated with Gaius and Lucius Caesar on a dedication, IG XII, 2 Suppl. 49, and IG
XII, 2 210, 212 and 213 honored other members of his family. Apparently it was the custom at Mytilene to
put groups of dedications in compartments on a single stone so that, for example, Pompey, Caesar,
Augustus, Gaius and Lucius Caesar, Agrippa and Agrippa Posthumus are all honored on IG XII, 2 164. See
also IG XII, 2 163, 165-167, 169-171, and cf. C.C.Vermeule, Roman Imperial Art in Greece and Asia Minor
(Cambridge, Mass., 1968) 204.
9 Suetonius, Divus Claudius 11.2-3; Dio Cassius 60.5.1-2. Suetonius, Gaius 15.2-3, and Tacitus,
Annales 13.10, relate similar actions taken by Gaius and Nero, respectively, in honor of their natural fathers
shortly after their own accessions. Another possible occasion for recognition of Drusus may be associated
with the letter of Claudius to Mytilene between the years 47 and 50. IG XII, 263 preserves a fragment of this
document.
10 IG XII, 2 207 (from Thermi). For Drusus' defication elsewhere see Tacitus, Annales 2.7 (an altar near
2
2
the Weser); IG II 3120, 3176, 3543, 3572, 3587 and IG IV , 183, 84 (a priesthood of Drusus at Athens that
persisted into the second century); IGR III 680 (a priesthood of Germanicus and Drusus at Patara in Lycia).
Claudius himself was, perhaps, the object of cult at Eresos, if IG XII, 2 541 is correctly restored. Cf. IG XII,
Suppl. p.40 (at 542) and Charitonides (n.4 above), p.89.
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That there were close ties between a number of prominent Mytilenaians and the imperial
family extending over several generations is well documented.11 The inscription honoring
Drusus Claudius is yet another example of how Lesbos, and Mytilene in particular,
surpassed the other Greeks in expressing its gratitude to its friends in Rome.12
London, Canada

11
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First by C.Cichorius, Rom und Mytilene (Leipzig, 1888). Sources are gathered in IG XII, 2 Suppl.
pp.71-76. Notable Mytilenaians include the poet Krinagoras (see Cichorius, Rom und Mytilene 58; Geffcken,
RE s.v. Krinagoras, cols. 1859-1864; A.F.S.Gow and D.L.Page, The Garland of Philip Vol. II, 210 n.1),
Potamon the rhetor (see W.Stegmann, RE s.v. Potamon (3) cols. 1023-1027; M.I.Rostovtzeff, Social and
Economic History of the Hellenistic World [Oxford, 1959] Vol. III, p.1528 n.98), and Theophanes (see
R.Laqueur, RE s.v. Theophanes (1) cols. 2090-2127; F.Jacoby, FGrHist 188 Theophanes; L.Robert, CRAI
1969,42-64), who himself and his descendants held positions of the greatest importance in Roman
government and politics from the time of Pompey until at least the reign of Marcus Aurelius (see IG XII, 2
Suppl. p.73 for stemma and R.Hodot, ZPE 34 [1979] 221-237).
12 Se Vermeule (n.8 above) 204-6 and 445-6 for a list of dedications to the imperial family, who writes
that 'This island, and particularly its city of Mytilene, has produced the largest number of Julio-Claudian
altars or dedications of any site in the Greek imperial world" (204).
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