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Odyssee 4. 355-389  
A Papyrus from the Michigan Collection1 

P.Mich.inv. 3390   6.9 x 14.7 cm.                   1st half of II A.D. 

This papyrus preserves the left margin of lines 355-389 of book 4 of the Odyssey.  The 
original format was probably that of a scroll, as appears likely from the absence of writing on 
the back.2  Two interesting features of this piece are the hand in which it is written, and the 
apparent variant of the text in line 23 (377); the text displays no other variants from the 
vulgate.  The hand is an informal, almost documentary hand which admits cursive forms, 
such as the ligature of alpha and iota in eÍr°menai in line 20 (374).  The closest parallel 
known to me is P.Lond.inv. 115 of the first half of the second century A.D., to which period 
we should probably assign the present text.3 

In line 23, where k[aterÊkomai is expected, the papyrus reads e[.  No variant is attested 
anywhere for this line. Most likely, this is a scribal mistake, such as, e.g., the simplex form of 
the verb for the compound, probably inspired by §rÊkeai in line 19 (373).   

The text displays no accents, breathings, or punctuation.  Opposite line 28 (382) there is 
an oblique stroke, perhaps indicating a new section. My transcript follows the usual practice 
of editors of Homeric papyri and introduces only word division and capitalization of proper 
names.  

(355)  Aigu[ptou proparoiye Faron de e kiklh!kou!i] 
  to!![on aneuy o!!on te panhmerih glafurh nhu!] 
  hnu![en ˙ ligu! ouro! epipnei˙!in opi!yen] 
  4 en de [limhn euormo! oyen t apo nha! ei!a!] 

  e! p[o]ǹt`[on bellou!in afu!!amenoi melan udvr] 
(360)  enya m e[eiko!in hmat  exon yeoi oude pot ouroi] 

  pneionte! [fainony aliaee! oi ra te nhvn] 
  8 pomphe! [gignontai ep eurea nvta yala!!h!] 
  kai nu kèǹ h[ia panta katefyito kai mene andrvn] 
  i mh ti! m[e yevn olofurato kai m eleh!e] 

(365)  Prvteo! ifyimò[u yugathr alioio geronto!] 
                                                                                                                                                                             

1 This paper is a modified form of a chapter from my doctoral dissertation submitted in 1988                         
to the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign entitled Select Papyri.  I wish to thank my                   
committee members David Sansone, David F. Bright, and G.M. Browne for their helpful sugges-                         
tions.  I also want to thank the University of Michigan for permission to publish this papyrus. 

2 Although cf. the so-called "Harris Homer" (plate 14 in Turner [see n. on line 28] p. 40).  
3 Cf. the facsimile in C.H. Roberts, Greek Literary Hands (Oxford 1955) plate 13b. 
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 12 Eidoyeh t˙ gar r[a mali!ta ge yumon orina] 
  h m oiƒ e`r̀r`ont[i !unhnteto no!fin etairvn] 
  [ai]ei gar per[i nh!on alvmenoi ixyuaa!kon] 
  g̀ǹàm̀p`[toi! agki!troi!in eteire de ga!tera limo!] 

(370) 16 h[d emeu agxi !ta!a epo! fato fvnh!en te] 
  ǹ[hpio]!̀ [ei]! [v jeine lihn to!on hde xalifrvn] 
  he ekvn meyiei! kai t̀[erpeai algea pa!xvn] 
  [v]! dh dhy eni nh!ƒ e`r̀ùkea[i oude ti tekmvr] 
 20 euremenai duna!ai m[i]nu[yei de toi htor etairvn] 

(375)  v! efat autar egv min am̀[eibomeno! pro!eeipon] 
  ek men toi erev h ti! [!u per e!!i yeavn] 
  v! egv ou ti ekvn e[                ] 
 24 ayanatou! alite!yai [oi ouranon eurun exou!in] 

  alla !u per moi eipe ỳ[eoi de te panta i!a!in] 
(380)  o! ti! m ayanatvn p`[eda& kai edh!e keleuyou] 

 no!ton y v! e[pi p]onton [eleu!omai ixyuoenta] 
 28    / v! efamhn h[d aut]ik a[meibeto dia yeavn] 
  toigar egv toi j[eine m]al a[trekev! agoreu!v] 
  pvlitai ti! de[uro ger]vn al[io! nhmerth!] 

(385)  ayanato! Prv[teu! Ai]guptio! [o! te yala!!h!] 
 32 pà[!]h`[! ben]y`e`[a oide Po]!eidavn[o! upodmv!] 
  [ton de t emon fa!in pa]ter emme[nai hde teke!yai] 
  [ton g ei pv! !u dunaio lox]h!ame[no! lelabe!yai] 
  [o! ken toi eip˙!in odon kai me]t`r̀[a keleuyou] 

 

10 (364)  efi 30 (384) pvle›ta¤ 

Commentary: 

23 (377)  If e[ is the beginning of the simplex (see introd.), we should transcribe the line as 
v! egv ou ti ekvn <kat>e[rukomai ktl. 

28 (382) There is an oblique stroke in the left margin, which may indicate a new section in-
volving a change of speaker.  Cf. E.G. Turner, Greek Manuscripts of the Ancient World,   2nd 
edition ed. by P.J. Parsons, Institute of Classical Studies, Bulletin Supplement 46 (London 
1987) pl. 12, p. 38. 
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