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Odyssee 4. 355-389
A Papyrus from the Michigan Collection!

P.Mich.inv. 3390 6.9 x 14.7 cm. 1st half of IT A.D.

This papyrus preserves the left margin of lines 355-389 of book 4 of the Odyssey. The
original format was probably that of a scroll, as appears likely from the absence of writing on
the back.2 Two interesting features of this piece are the hand in which it is written, and the
apparent variant of the text in line 23 (377); the text displays no other variants from the
vulgate. The hand is an informal, almost documentary hand which admits cursive forms,
such as the ligature of alpha and iota in evbpéuevon in line 20 (374). The closest parallel
known to me is P.Lond.inv. 115 of the first half of the second century A.D., to which period
we should probably assign the present text.3

In line 23, where x[otepOxouan is expected, the papyrus reads €[. No variant is attested
anywhere for this line. Most likely, this is a scribal mistake, such as, e.g., the simplex form of
the verb for the compound, probably inspired by épvxeat in line 19 (373).

The text displays no accents, breathings, or punctuation. Opposite line 28 (382) there is
an oblique stroke, perhaps indicating a new section. My transcript follows the usual practice
of editors of Homeric papyri and introduces only word division and capitalization of proper
names.

(355) Avyv[rntov nporapoife Papov de £ kKikAnckovct]
tocc[ov avevd occov te movnuepn yAapupn vnuc]
nvuc[ev 1 Aryve ovpoc emmvemcty onicBev]

4 ev de [Aunv gvoppoc 0Bev T oo vnow ercoic]
ec w[o]vt[ov BeAdovcy apuccopevot pedov vowmp]
(360) evBo p g[etcocty nport exov Beot ovde mot ovpot]
nveloviec [povovl alagec ot pa te viov]
8 nounnec [yryvovtou en evpeo vorta, Bodocenc]

Ko vo kev nto movto korepBito ko peve ovopav]
1 un tic ple Oewv ohoguparto kot p ehence]
(365) Mpateoc 1pbuo[v Buyonp akioto yepovroc]

1 This paper is a modified form of a chapter from my doctoral dissertation submitted in 1988
to the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign entitled Select Papyri. 1 wish to thank my
committee members David Sansone, David F. Bright, and G.M. Browne for their helpful sugges-
tions. I also want to thank the University of Michigan for permission to publish this papyrus.

2 Although cf. the so-called "Harris Homer" (plate 14 in Turner [see n. on line 28] p. 40).

3 Cf. the facsimile in C.H. Roberts, Greek Literary Hands (Oxford 1955) plate 13b.
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E1d00en t yop plo podicta ye Bupov opval]

1 U 01 €pPOVT[L CLVNVTETO VOCPHLY ETOPOV]

[a]er yop mep[t vicov odmpevot tyBvaackov]
Yvoum[tolc oryKicTpolcty etetpe 8¢ youctepor Apoc]
N[O euev oryyl cToCo ETOC EOTO POVTCEY TE]
v[nmio]c [et]c [0 Eewve Anv tocov nde yohippov]
ne exov pedieic kon tlepreon adyeo mocxwv]

[0]c 81 61O evi vnco epukealt ovde Tt Tekump]
evpepevar dvvacor p1]vu[Betl 8e tor nrop etonpov]
o eQat oavtap gym py opfefouevoc mpoceeimov]
€K eV To1 epem 1 Tic [cv mep ecct Beamv]

OC YO OV TL KOV €[ ]

aBovortovc ahitecBou [o1 ovpavov gvpuv gxovciy]
aAra cv mep pot eine O[eot Se te movtor 1oy ]

oc Tic p abavatov tledoq ko ednce kehevBov]
voctov 0 oc e[nt nlovtov [ehevcopon txBvoevto]

oc epouny N[d avt]uc afueero S0 Oeowv]
Toryop eym tot E[ewve plad aftpekenc oyopevcw]
oAt Tic 0g[vpo yeplov ad[toc viipeptnc]
aBovortoc Ipo[tevc At]yvrtioc [oc te Bakocenc]
nofc]n[c Bev]Oe[o 018e [o]cerdawv[oc vmoduec]
[tov 8¢ T epov acty mo]tep eppe[vorn nde texecOou]
[Tov y el moc cv duvoro Aoy Incopue[voc AedoPecBon]
[oc kev Tot ermncty 0dov ko peltplo kedevBov]

10 (364) et

30 (384) nowAeitol

Commentary:

23 (377) If [ is the beginning of the simplex (see introd.), we should transcribe the line as

OC YO OV TL EKOV (KOT)E[ pUKOUOL KTA.

28 (382) There is an oblique stroke in the left margin, which may indicate a new section in-
volving a change of speaker. Cf. E.G. Turner, Greek Manuscripts of the Ancient World, 2nd
edition ed. by P.J. Parsons, Institute of Classical Studies, Bulletin Supplement 46 (London

1987) pl. 12, p. 38.
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