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P. Hawara 208 Revised'

A few years ago I discussed P. Hawara 208 in a note on P. Oxy.Hels. 40 and the im-
plications that papyrus might have for our view on the volume of the Oxyrhynchite textile
trade.’ P. Oxy.Hels. 40 registers payments for customs duties, and I suspected that P.
Hawara 208 would do the same. The main reason for this was provided by the curious en-
tries in lines 2 and 6 of the Hawara papyrus:

"Ap[cwvoert]ucdv x10(Bvoc) o el
and
"Apcvoeltik®v y10(dvoc) o ve[

It should be x18(dvmv) in both cases, as had already been suggested by the editors of C.
Pap.Iud. But what about the two instances of o”? Two misreadings seemed excluded.
Therefore I suspected the o™ and the [3/ in P. Hawara 208 served the same purpose as they
do in P. Oxy.Hels. 40. There they are used to distinguish various types of clothes mentioned
in the list. The various types are taxed at different rates. In the meantime, however, I have
had the chance of checking Milne's transcription on a photo.* In both lines the papyrus turns
out to read y10(ovav) 8.

Closer inspection of the photo reveals that my suspicion that the papyrus is a register of
customs duties, or perhaps a private extract from such a register, is correct. In lines 5 and 11
the papyrus definitively refers to the p kol v tax, the ordinary customs duties of 1% and 2% in
the Arsinoite nome.5 P. Hawara 208 antedates the earliest attestation of the p kol v tax we
had thus far by 19 years (see P. Customs 4 of A.D. 43/44).

A new transcription of col. II of the front side® of P. Hawara 208 may not be unwel-
come. The first column shows the end of five lines. After some illegible traces the first line
ends in (dpoyuac) *Acr. The other lines end in (poyguac) *Avm, (Spayudc) ve, (dporyuoc)
cxe (very uncertain) and (dparyuoic) pE.

I This article owes much to a discussion with Professor R.S. Bagnall.

2 P. Hawara 208 was first published by A.H. Sayce in W.M.F. Petrie, Hawara, Biahmu and Arsinoe
(London 1889), 30, and republished by J.G. Milne, APF 5 (1913), 388-389. It was reprinted after Milne in
C.Pap.lud. 11 415 as "a list of clothes".

3 In Miinstersche Beitriige zur Antiken Handelsgeschichte 5.2 (1986), 88-95.

4 Through the kind offices of Dr. W.E.H. Cockle. On the photo (pl. **) the left portion of the papyrus
is a few millimeters too low in regard to the right portion.

5 On customs duties see now P.J. Sijpesteijn, Customs Duties in Graeco-Roman Egypt (Zutphen 1987).
Sijpesteijn mentions P. Oxy.Hels. 40 on p. 86 in his discussion on the customs house registers (pp. 85-90),
but not P. Hawara 208.

6 The back side shows the remains of a column of 13 lines, much less carefully written than the text on
the recto, but probably in the same hand. The upper and lower margins are preserved. It appears to be an ac-
count in drachmas and obols. The first line reads npacic and is preceded by a check mark as are some of the
other lines. To the left the ends of at least four lines of a preceding column are visible. To the right there is a
blot of ink caused by the scribe when he tried out his pen.
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Arsinoite nome 10.9 x 13.2 x cm. A.D. 24/25

Col. II

- [€]Tovc 1o Tifepiov Kaica[poc (month, day) |

"Apcvoertikdv x10(dvav) 8 teA[elov P KoLV
"AckAnmiadnc [

4 "Apcvoettikod x10(@voc) o tel(elov) [3 [cai v
"Apcvoettiko () o f) k[oi v
"Apcvoettikdv x10(dvov) 8 tel(elov) [p kol v
"Apcwvoert[ikdv] yiB(avov) B[] t[ed(elov) P KoLV

8 "Apfu]dvioc [

10 "Apcawvoet[ti]k[oD x10(dvoc)] o mapo(tedeion) [p kol v ]
"Apcvoertikod tic( ) o "AvouB(akod) [p koi v
"Apcvogitik@v x10(dvov) B nopa(teleiov) p x[od

12 "Apc[woet]tikod x10(@voc) o mopo(terelon) [p kol
©[e060c]ioc Tovdotov dwo T
["AckAn]middov t0b ‘Apcic[odyov]
["Apcawvolertikod x18(@voc) o mlapla(teleion) [p xai
16 "Aupovolc
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v
v
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all abbreviations are indicated by putting the last letter on top of the preceding 13 read "Tovdaioc
(see note) 16 read "Apudvioc (see note)

In the 11th year of Tiberius Caesar [(month day)].

For 4 full-sized Arsinoite tunics, [for the 1% and 2% tax, (amount of money)].
Asclepiades [ ———].

For 1 full-sized Arsinoite tunic, for the 1% and 2% tax, [(amount of money)].

For 1 Arsinoite (h)imis( ), for the 1% and 2% tax, [(amount of money)].

For 4 full-sized Arsinoite tunics, [for the 1% and 2% tax, (amount of money)].

For 2 full-sized Arsinoite tunics, [for the 1% and 2% tax, (amount of money)].
Ammonius [ ———1].

For 1 nearly full-sized Arsinoite tunic, [for the 1% and 2% tax, (amount of money)].

For 1 Arsinoite (h)imis( ) in the fashion of Anoubis, [for the 1% and 2% tax, (amount of

money)].
For 2 nearly full-sized Arsinoite tunics, for the 1% and 2% tax, [(amount of money)].
For 1 nearly full-sized Arsinoite tunic, [for the 1% and 2% tax, (amount of money)].

Theodosius the Jew through the intermediary of [ — — — ] Asclepiades, son of Harsisou-
chos.
For 1 nearly full-sized Arsinoite tunic, [for the 1% and 2% tax, (amount of money)].
Ammonius [ ———].

1: to judge from lines 13-14, the average length of the lines was ca. 30-35 letters. In the lacuna in this
line all we need is the name of a month and a date.

2: again, if the average length of the lines was ca. 30-35 letters, there is room in this line and in most of
the others only for the name of the tax, presumably p koi v and the amount of money paid for it.
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"Apcvoettikdv x0(dvwv): tunics from Arsinoe. This type of textile is mentioned in the Periplus Maris
Erythraei 6 (CApcivortixodi ctolod) and 8 (cdyor "Apcvortixol yeyvapuévor kol BeBoupévor). The tunics here
are called after the town where they were produced or where they were traded. In the latter case they do not
really need to have been produced in Arsinoe itself. See my remarks on Vergilius, Georgica I 228 in
Mnemosyne 1V 44 (1991), 167-170. At least the passages on the two types of Arsinoite cloaks in the
Periplus show that this particular kind of Egyptian textile was part and parcel of what can be referred to as in-
ternational trade in the early Roman period.

TSZ\.[E{U)VZ if correctly restored, the word would not have been abbreviated to teA(giwv), as we would expect
from the rest of the text. There is no trace of a lambda above the epsilon. I have translated téAeioc as "full-
sized", largely because in P. Oxy.Hels. 40 téAetoc stands in opposition to todikdoc.” Properly speaking
téleloc means "for adults”. See my remarks on P. Oxy.Hels. 40 (above n. 3). Further on in our text the rare
adjective mopatéAetoc ("near-téderoc”) suggests that the ancients themselves treated téleloc very much like an
adjective denoting size. See the note on line 9.

3: this looks like the heading of the four lines that follow. It should, however, refer to the immediately
preceding line, because that line lacks a heading. Similarly, in the first entry for the taxes collected on the
14th of the month (lines 9ff.), four payments are registered (lines 9-12) before the name of the tax-payer is
mentioned (lines 13-14). Hence, lines 3, 8, 13-14 and 16 all refer back. Asclepiades, Ammonius, and Theo-
dosius are presumably the traders dealing in textiles. The amounts they carry (perhaps literally) are not large.
In the lacuna there is enough room for, e.g., a patronymic. We may have to supply the one given in line 14,
[*Apcicoyov], if it concerns the same Asclepiades there.

5 yue( ): Milne interpreted this as iu(ot)ic(nod), but that seems a very unlikely abbreviation. The word
inaticpudc, moreover, is not specific enough. One might interpret 1ui- as Mui- and try fuic(toAfic) or
Nutc(&yov), in view of the passages in the Periplus referred to above. But half a cloak or dress is useless and
would hardly be counted as one piece. The word 1uic( ) could be Egyptian; cf. Pollux' derivation of huitopiov
from the Egyptian (VII 71). Note that no adjective denoting size is given for this particular type of textile (see
line 10 for yuc( ) in combination with another adjective).

9 nocpqc(rs?»e{ou): if correctly read this adjective again refers to the size of the tunic (see note on line 2).
It is impossible to read mod(1x0¥) here or elsewhere in this text, as I had suggested in the article on P.
Oxy.Hels. 40 referred to above. Prof. R.S. Bagnall informed me that the adjective mapatédeloc occurs in a
fourth-century codex in the papyrus collection at Columbia University.® It refers to military clothing in that
text. This supports taking the very terse abbreviation nopa( ), occurring after téAetoc as it does here, as no-
pa(téAetoc) rather than deriving it from wopd(nnyvc), a suggestion made by the editors of C.Pap.lud.

The adjective topatédeioc is very rare. According to the original editor of SB XIV 11432 it also oc-curs
in line 5 of that text. It concerns the sale of a uoécxov mapoteAny (read mopotedfi or mopatéAetov).
The passage shows that an adjective like Topotédetoc can be used for an animal that is nearly full-grown, like
a calf.

In relation to clothing the adjective napatéAetoc can be interpreted in two ways. Because téletoc
refers to adults in the parallel texts dealing with clothing (see the note on line 2), tapotédetoc can be either
"for near-adults" or "nearly adult-sized" (i.e. "nearly full-sized)". I prefer the second alternative, because it is
difficult to suppose that special clothing for teenagers existed in Graeco-Roman Egypt. But the net result of
both lines of interpretation is the same: mopotédetoc refers to clothing that is slightly smaller than that nor-
mally woven for adults. Prof. R.S. Bagnall points out that the abbreviation n( ) in P. Oxy.Hels. 40 might
stand for n(opotéderoc) rather than m(cdixdc), which is otherwise abbreviated moid(1kdc) in that text.
That would prove that both téAeioc and nopoatédeioc refer to size.

7 As it does in P. Hamb. 1 10, 13-16. See the editor's introduction as against Preisigke, Wérterbuch s.v.
wéleloc, 1.

8 See now J.A. Sheridan, Roman Military Clothing Requisitions (diss. Columbia 1990), especially pp.
83-87.
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10 "AvouB(1axod): it is difficult to see why a special type of clothing "in the fashion of Anoubis" existed
in Graeco-Roman Egypt. An ’AvouvBiokn ctoAf is mentioned in P. Giss.Univ.-Bibl. 1 10 II 14-15 (from the
later Ptolemaic period). The editor glosses "Kleid eines Priesters des Anubis", but it seems to me that 'Avov-
Brakdce in relation to textiles rather refers to some specific kind of material. This is suggested by PGM 1 147-
148, where a crnéptov "AvouPraxdv occurs; IV 1083, where Awvépio. "AvovPioxd are mentioned; and XXX VI
237, where a Alvov "Avoufiokoév is found. See also PGM IV 2899-2900. Of course, in the magical papyri
"AvouPiakdc denotes the kind of linen magicians would use. Ordinary clothes could also have been made of
this special kind of linen, as is shown by P. Giss.Univ.-Bibl. I 10 and the present papyrus.

13 ©[0d6c]1oc: if correctly supplemented, the name by itself would already suggest that we are dealing
with a man of Jewish extraction. See the prosopographical index in C.Pap.lud. 1II. The name is followed by
"Tovdaiov, which I take to be a slip for Tovdaioc. Tovdaioc is not attested as a proper name,’ and "the son of
aJew" seems difficult.

14 *Apcic[odyov]: difficult, but it is at least an attested name. The two papyri in which it occurs, P.
Lond. 11 1170 and P. Mich. 11 126, are both from the Arsinoite nome. Asclepiades may be the same trader as
the one mentioned in line 3, now acting as an intermediary for a colleague. But it could also be another per-
son, identified by a double name as well as by his father's name.

16: if the trader in this line is the same as the one in line 9, ’Aupmvoc must be a slip for "Aupmvioc. A
name starting with "Appovo- (like "AppwnvoBéwnv) is, however, not excluded.

Ann Arbor Peter van Minnen

? Plutarchus, De Iside et Osiride 31, a reference to a mythical Tovdaioc,, is the exception that proves the
rule.



TAFEL XII

U S — —— SR S ——

HAWARA PAPYRUS 208
List ff AD S

Found 7is 1888 of Hawasa b W. M. Flindess
Pekie. T«)%Mkts A in WM.

Flinders Pbric, Hawaso, Pichma and Arsi—
ey London 168 1307 -t fy TG
Milne; Aschiv fiis Popusasforschuong 5(1113),

— : - =q

Verzeichnis von Zolleinnahmen (P.Hawara 208)



