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PSI VII 795 Revised

This papyrus was first published by G. Vitelli in the seventh volume of PSI in 1925. He gave it
the vague title of ‘Dichiarazione riguardante I’annona’. Since then, the number of published papyri
has increased, which enables us to suggest some corrections and define more closely the nature of
the document, which is often referred to in discussions of the annona militaris. ! Furthermore,
this papyrus belongs to the small family archive of Aurelius Sarapion alias Dionysotheon, and adds
some points of interest about this family.

The papyrus is 10 cm wide and 13.2 cm long; it consists of two fragments and is almost U-
shaped. A large part of the middle of lines 1 - 13 is broken off, whereas only about two letters are
missing in lines 14 - 17. The script is a rapid cursive; it looks similar to P. Oxy. XLV 3300, pl. V,
which is assigned to the late 3rd century, and to P. Mil. 55 (= O. Montevecchi, La papirologia,
146-7, pl. 82), which carries the date A. D. 307.

The content of this document of A. D. 253 sheds some light on the collection of the annona
militaris. Aurelius Sarapion alias Dionysotheon writes to the dmattTnTnc dvvavnc to acknow-
ledge a deposit of grain for the payment of the annona. This, together with the papers, is to be
collected by the representatives of the dmatmm™c. The kupla clause and the stipulation indicate that
this papyrus is not a private communication but a contract. Aurelius Sarapion is a well known
citizen of Oxyrhynchus; he and other members of his family are mentioned in papyri, but as the
revised version of PSI 795 proves, this is the first, and so far only, reference to a son.2

Parallels for this type of document are rare; the nearest parallel that I have found is P. Oxy.
XLIT 3049. Two versions of this document are preserved, with minor differences between them; it
was described as ‘Deposit of Grain’. Although concerned with different taxes, P. Oxy. 3049 and
PSI 795 bear remarkable resemblances in several features. The most unusual of these, however,
must be the fact that the men who deposit the grain are in both cases councillors of Oxyrhynchus,
but there is no further indication of a liturgy that would explain their activities. ‘One wonders why
it [the activities] should have been necessary, and what profit Didymus-Antonius and the others
made from the transaction, which is at their own expense’, Peter Parsons asked in the introduction
to P. Oxy. 3049 (p. 126). B. Palme briefly touched on this problem in his book on the office of
the dmatmnTrc, but he could not find an official linkage between dmatm™Tal and land-owners, a
result which may be partly due to the restriction to one particular group of tax-collectors.3 One
should not exclude the possibility that the councillors were actually involved in collecting taxes;
such a case is clearly attested in BGU VII 1611 (A.D. 283), where we find some councillors as
dexdmpwToL. A second possible example may be BGU VII 1610 (A.D. 259) in which councillors
appear to act as SekdmpwTot, without, however, referring to this liturgy in the document. Since the
creation of town-councils in the reign of Septimius Severus, the tax collection lay in the hand of the
Bou\y), and thus the councillors were ultimately responsible for it.4 It seems therefore less sur-

I'T am most grateful to Dr. Rosario Pintaudi (Florence) for providing me with two very good
photographs of this papyrus. Further I would like to thank Herwig Maehler, who checked my
readings on the original. Peter Parsons, Revel Coles, and in particular John Rea, discussed this piece
with me and offered valuable help.

2 See 2n. for a discussion of the family.

3 Das Amt des draitntnc in Agypten, 143-144 for the third century. Papyri that document the
connection between dmattTal and the Boury are discussed on 60-62.

4. Wallace, Taxation, 292; B. Palme, Das Amt des dmattnTtiic, 59, 67.
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prising to find individual councillors involved in such menial tasks as tax collection. One should
note that most of these cases date to the second half of the 3rd century, a period when it became
increasingly difficult to find suitable candidates for all types of liturgies.

Despite the abundance of material about taxes in papyri, the exact procedure of collecting the
annona militaris is not entirely clear. S. Wallace says that ‘little is known concerning the method of
obtaining supplies for the Egyptian legions before the end of the second century’ and claims that
this tax ‘was organized in a more regular fashion, particularly the annona of grain, which became a
surtax in kind levied upon grain-land’5. This date is based on an ostracon®, on which only a
number for the year (ke) and the month (dapevnd B), but no emperor are mentioned. Wilcken
interpreted this date as 26 Feb. 185, year 25 of Commodus, but as he expands in Grundziige, 360,
it could refer equally well to Caracalla. Already J. Lesquier 7 had criticised this early date, and this
view of a later date, possibly in the Severan period, is indeed more likely. Some further changes in
the general system of taxation must have been introduced in the reign of Philippus Arabs.8 In this
context, PST 795 provides the earliest document that mentions an dmatTm™Cc dvvavnc.

The main controversy in these investigations is the question whether the annona militaris is
exacted from the tax payer as a separate tax, or is later deducted from the general grain tax.® The
evidence from Egypt seems to favour the former, since documents refer to special payments that
are made to the account of the annona militaris (P. Cair. Isid. 35; 36; BGU III 974), but some
scholars take Egypt as an exceptional case, and not as representative for the whole Roman
empire. 10

Transcript of the editio princeps

1 AvpNLoc) ZemTipole elc 1O ? Bvolua Tob maTPOC
2 AtpnMiov) Zapartovloc ouc ©éwvog

3 AtpnMiy “Qpetolve v dmarTTy dv-

4 vavac Xavw [ TO GlATdTw Xalpeww.

5 Exo map’ &uadtd Jonu émt The

. dvew Tomapxlac [Tod OEupuyxliTou) volpod ic Noyov
7 dvvavn(cy ml TecclapakovTa

8 Téccapac [ 1.

>  hwew [ 1. /—alxp

5.ibid., 23

6 U. Wilcken, Ostraca, 273. 3-4: im(ép) dvvivine) pepicpod cratiovoc . . .
1L armée romaine, 354, 4n.

8 See P.J. Parsons, ‘Philippus Arabs and Egypt’, JRS 57 (1967), 134-141; J.D. Thomas, ‘The
introduction of dekaprotoi and comarchs into Egypt in the Third Century A.D.’, ZPE 19 (1975),
111-119.

9 See for the former view D. Van Berchem, ‘L’ annone militaire est-elle un mythe?’, Armées et
fiscalité dans le monde antique, (Paris, 1975) 331 - 339; this thesis was first presented by the same
scholar in an article ‘L’annone militaire dans 1’empire romain au Ille siecle’, Mém. Soc. Nat. Antiq.
France 8e série, 10 (1937), 117-202. For a more cautious view see J.-M. Carrié, ‘Le role
économique de 1’armée dans I’Egypte romaine’, in: Armées et fiscalité dans le monde antique, 374 -
393, who seems to envisage a different interpretation of the papyri.

10 gee for example A. Cérati, Caractere annonaire et assiette de 'impot foncier au Bas-Empire,
Paris (1975), 103-151.
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10 dc kal mapadlicw Tole cteNNopévole

11 ic Tlolvto mapld cov kal wdlyTa cou émol-

12 cw p [. Kipia ta ypdupara ama

13 ypalpkvta [ 1 [ 1 ov AtpnAiov)

14 Zapmiovloc ] Atovucole ©éwvoc

15 kal émepwtnBlelc)] dpordynea. Ly’

le TOv kvplwy [Muldv T'd\ov kat Otolovctavod
17 elceBav ellTulxdv ceBactdv, Onh S.

Revised transcript

1 AUpNLoc) Zemtipoe [ 8 - 9 8U7 éJuod 1o TaTpoc

2 AvpnAiov) Zapamiovioc Tob kal Alolvucobéwvoc

3 AvonNw  “Qpetwlt 7 - 10 | dmaem T Qv

4 vawvac {x) dve [torapxlac T ¢liTdTe xaipew.

5 Exw map’ euauTd 8- 10 I .. &m Tic

. dvw Tomapxiac [Tov’ Ofupuyx(iTov) voluod tc Aoyolv)
7 dvvdvn<e> Tulpod dpTdBac TecclapdkovTa

8 Téccapac, (yivovtal) [ — | pld kal kpbiic dplrdPny plaw)
9 fluvey Tétapltov yolvkac 8to] (yivetal) — a L d xB
10 de kal mapadlicw Tole EmeTeAopévole

11 ic TloloTo Tapld cod kal ypldupaTd cou émol-

12 cw ele Bvould cov. Kipta Ta ypldupaTa amia

13 voadévta [ 5 -8 1. [ 1. .. v Alpn\iov)

14 2apatmiovoe Tob kall Alovucoféwrvoc

15 kal émepwmndlelc] opoNdynca. (ETouc) vy .

le TOv kvplwy [Muldv T'd\ov kal Ovolovctavod

17 EdceBav Eltluxlov ZeBactdv, ©nf 8.

Critical apparatus
A A , — — . , A
lavpn 2avpn 6.1 €lc, Aoyo 8 pa 9.Lfjutcu  1llelc 13 avpn 15 L y//

Translation

Aurelius Septimius ..., through me, his father Aurelius Sarapion alias Dionysotheon, to Aurelius
Horion ..., the apaitetes of the annona of the upper toparchy, greetings. I have with me, ... ?, in
the upper toparchy of the Oxyrhynchite nome for the account of the annona forty-four artabas of
wheat and one and a half and a quarter artabas and two choinikes of barley, which I shall give to
the envoys sent by you for this purpose, and I shall give you the receipts in (your?) name. This
document is irrefutable, written in one copy (by me?), his father, Aurelius Sarapion alias
Dionysotheon, and having been asked I agreed. Year 3 of our lords Gallus and Volusianus, Pii
Felices Augusti, Thoth 4.
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Commentary

1

AtpNLoc) ZemTiptoe [: The last letters of 2emTipLoc are damaged; at the end, a horizontal
stroke is visible, which is more likely to be part of ¢ than of o, as was suggested in the ed. pr.

St” éJuod Tob maTpoc: | po is clear, and not] pa, which is palacographically improbable.
The small round loop in the middle of the line has all typical features of o in this hand. After
] po, I can see a small dot, which is visible on the left end of the vertical stroke of the
following T. This looks like v, since in this script, T has relatively straight bars, whereas
oblique strokes, as for example in v or &, tend to end in small dots. On the basis of these
readings, there seems an obvious solution for a restoration of this line: since the name of the
father follows not only in the next line, but also in lines 13-14, I assume that the father acts as
an agent for this son (‘Aurelius Septimius X, through me, his father’). This is often expressed
by the formula 8id, and I therefore suggest 8t ” €luov; cf. P. Coll. Youtie II 71. 3-4; P. Charite
18 (= P. Cair. Goodsp. 11 = W. Chr. 421); P. Oslo Il 111. A. col i. 16-17.

AdvpnMiov) Zapamiovloc ToD kal Atolyucobéwroc: This name can be restored here; it is
better preserved in 14. Vitelli separated this name into two components, assuming that
Dionysous was the wife of Aurelius Sarapion and mother of Aurelius Septimius. The same
man is also mentioned in P. Oxy. XLVII 3365 (A.D. 241), XXXVI 2795 (A.D. 250), P.
Laur. IV 156 (A.D. 257), P. Oxy. ined. (probably of A.D. 252); cf. my paper on this family,
forthcoming in the Acts of the XIXth Congress of Papyrologists in Cairo.

Alpnhlw “Qpelwvt 7 - 10 ] : None of the other dmartnTal of that rather common name,
which are listed in Palme’s book, can be identified with this man.

After the gap, a trace of a small oblique at upper line-level is visible: this would suit best for v,
but may also be compatible with v or w. The gap is relatively large, so that one might expect a
further name, possibly connected by (TG) kati, or the father’s name in the genitive. However,
one should note that a patronymic for an dmattnc would be unusual, as Palme (Das Amt
des dmattnTric, 16) pointed out.

3 -4 dmarTh dvvdvac {x) dvw [Tomapxiac. On this office see N. Lewis, Public Services, 14

- 15; and more specifically B. Palme, Das Amt des amattnTic. The title of the dmaitnmic is
often specified through the tax and, in some cases, the area of jurisdiction.

The ed. pr. of PSI VII 795 reads in these lines dvvivac Xavol. xav is clearly legible,
whereas the next letter is slightly damaged, but probably correctly read as w. The editor
suggested in 4n., with reference to P. Cair. Preis. 34. 18 (dmairmTalc avvdvne KOpne X),
that these letters should probably be the beginning of the name of a local village - a view which
has been widely accepted; see P. Pruneti, I centri abitati, 217 with XAN(); A. Calderini and S.
Daris, Dizionario dei nomi geografici V, s.v. Xavol; and most recently by B. Palme, Das Amt
des amattnTic, 243, 122n.

However, no such name has been found in any other papyrus, so that this identification
appears doubtful; a re-examination of the traces on PSI 795 may indeed suggest a different
reading. If we accept the assumption that an area of jurisdiction may have followed amattTH
dvvdvac, the most obvious solution for the combination xavw| is to read {xJdvw Tomapxiac.
The toparchy is very frequent in this context; see B. Palme, Das Amt des dmatmnTrc, list for
testimonia, 131-132. The x before dvw could be a scribal error: in fact, one of the strokes in
this letter is much thicker than the other, and appears to have a second stroke which is
supposed to delete the letter. The scribe probably intended to end the greeting formula with
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xalpewv, but crossed out x when he noticed that he had not yet finished the title of the
amattnmc. (I owe this idea to John Rea)

8-10 ] .. p. . : The first trace is the right half of a slightly oblique stroke, as inv, t,n, or
v. The next trace is an upright and a small horizontal. What follows after 1, looks like ou or
oL in a rather squeezed form. No entirely convincing restoration has been printed for these
remains, although they may suggest the name of the village’ ETlicyjuou, which is situated in the
upper toparchy of the Oxyrhynchite nome, as mentioned in the next line. But this reading
though possible was already rejected in the ed.pr., and I would like to suggest it only to show
a possible restoration. Somehow a precise location of the grain deposit is missing which
makes a place name quite plausible.

dvw Tomapxlac [Tob’ OfupuyxliTou) voluob : The restoration suggested in the ed. pr. is kept
here, although is has to be noted that it is only mentioned here, and not already in line 4, if the
new reading of xavwl[ in that line is correct. An alternative reading would something like eic
dvopa Juou, but this seems a little short for this gap.

7 -8 mulpob dpTdBac Tecclapdkovta Téccapac, (yivovtal) [ — ] pld kal kplbfic dplrdBfny

10

pta(v): This solution, which is based on the editor’s reconstruction, takes into account that the
sum given at the end (one and a half and a quarter) does not coincide with the beginning (forty-
four).

Although the letters before the gap are not very clear (a left-hand upright and part of the cross-
bar could be T, only minimal traces of the next letter are visible), Tulpov fits very well in this
context. After this we can expect the amount, which was most probably specified in dpTdfac,
since the number 44 cannot refer to choinikes (40 choinikes equal one artaba). What follows
after Téccapac looks very much like /, (for ylvovtai), which is slightly curved in this case, as
used at end of the next line.

The dpltdfny pialv) mentioned in line 8 must refer to a different kind of grain, most probably
barley; see for such a combination for example P. Tebt. II 404. 2-3 (late 3rd cent.), where the
Aoyoc dvvawvmce consists of ciToc and kpLom.

ing of the sum at the end of the line, the editor wrongly restored fHiuvcur «¢sic» kal xolvikac
800 /o etc. For change of v and v in fjuicu see F. T. Gignac, A Grammar of the Greek
Papyri of the Roman and Byzantine Periods, 1, 267, 270.

What Vitelli read as vv looks more like v Te, in which a cursive € joins the cross-bar of T.
After this small traces are left, which are compatible with Tapl . In the sum, we can read a d-
shaped sign, which represents a quarter.

dc kal mapadlwcw Toie émcTteNopévoie: This part of the contract specifies the delivery of
corn and receipts. Although the participle cte\\opévolrc, which the editor suggested, ex-
presses the right idea, it is not only too short for the gap, but also not idiomatic in this formula,
and should therefore be replaced by émcTeA\OpevoLc. It is more specific in its meaning, since
it implies that the envoys have been issued with an émicTalua, an official order. This
compound verb is by far the most common word for ‘to send’ in papyri, and is used in our
closest parallel text, P. Oxy. XLII 3049, A. 12-13 (in B. 15-16 as a main instead of a relative
clause): dc kal mapadwcopey TOlC EMCTANNCOREVOLC VAUKATpOLC; it is used in receipts or
other documents concerning the sitologia; see for example P. Oxy. XXXVI 2769. 17-18; for
the meaning and frequency of cTé\\w, dmocTé\\w, and émcTé\N\w see F. Preisigke, WB,
s.v. On the dmatTntic and his auxiliary personnel see F. Oertel, Die Liturgie, 410-423, and
B. Palme, Das Amt des amattnTric, 149.
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tc (I €ic) TloloTo Tapla cob: m, of which an upright and a small part of a horizontal are
visible, remains doubtful and thus the whole expression of Tapd cob.

11-12  [kal ypldppaTd cou émoicw: The editor’s restoration of this gap (ic TloJoTo mapld cou

12

kal mdlyta cou émolcw W [ kUpra) is difficult to justify on palacographical grounds. There
are too few letters in the gap in line 11, and v in wdlyTa bears little resemblance to the
normal shape of the combination of vt (see for example in line 13 ypadévTa). Moreover,
mdvTa seems rather vague and unprecise. One would expect a reference to the receipts which
are normally issued and which make an important component of such a text.

My suggested restoration is based on the following considerations:

1. The palaeographical evidence.

2. A new sentence must begin with kUpLa.

3. émolcw must govern an accusative object, the ending of which may be -Ta.

The traces preceding Ta consist of a letter which strongly resembles a: a small loop at the base
of the line is joined by an oblique and a further loop; this letter joins Ta in ligature. This
combination of letters (aTa) suggests ypdupaTa; unfortunately the other remains are too
damaged to be identified with certainty, but they are compatible with a reading of ypldypaTa.
The same word can be compared in 12 where it is slightly better preserved.

A survey of some texts which contain the same combination of verbs shows that receipts are
often the object of émolcw:

1. P.Oslo IIT 116. 11-12 (A.D. 144): émolcopév cot [clopBorolvl.

2. P. Oxy. XLII 3049, A. 13-14 (A.D. 247): kal ToUTwV dmoxdc cot €Tolcoper dvev
mdcne Umepbécewe kal etpnethoylac; B. 19-20: kal ToUTwy dmoxdc col émolcoper kaba-
pac Amod TAVTWY.

3. P. Oxy. X 1260. 12-15 (A.D. 286): dcmep kaTdéw eic v Aaumlpotdtny)’ AleEdv-
Spetav kal Tapaducw ol & keAewbd kal ThHe mapadbcenc ypdupaTa Emolco.

4. P. Vindob. Sijp. 1, col. i. 17-18 (A.D. 338): ... kal TAc TOUTWY Tapaddcewc yevo-
pLévme émolcw dmoxa ypdupata ...;cf. col. II. 15-17.

5. P.Laur. IV 162. 16-17 (A.D. 354): mapaldvcw ... ] kal Thc mapaddcewe dlmoxa
ypduplata ...

6. P. Strasb. VII 654. 15-17 (A.D. 425-450): dcmep dmolco [elc] ™ NapmpoTdlthy
¢molicw] €le Bvopa paly Tal cuvlidn dmoxa ypduplata ...

7. P. Mich. XV 724. 10-11 (4th cent.): Tapadwcw ... kal TAc] TovTwY Tapaddcewe
[dmoxla ypdppaTta émoico.
elc dvould cou. Line 12 in the ed. pr. reads co | [. Several of these unidentified traces
belong to undamaged letters: after w the papyrus is torn, and only a cross-bar is visible which
is joined by an upright L. ¢, 0, and v are clear, but after that the surface is slightly damaged.
A round shape is probably o, and a low descendant ought to belong to 1. The expression €ic
dvopa is frequently found in this context to indicate in whose name the receipts are issued; cf.
P. Mil. Vogl. T 25, col. ii. 16 (A.D. 126/127): ypdupartla elle dvopa [dptlhov; P. Oxy.
XXXVI2769. 21 (A.D. 242): \aBelv elc dvopa Tob cLtoAdyou Tdc cuvjbelc dmoxdc; P.
Stras. V 326. 6-9: Tobt’ éethv Umép The ¢ kal ' WokTwwvor v kal dmoxtiy altd
¢EESwKka olTwe elc dropa Tob dlplovTicTot alTob ZiNBavod Empdyov dmo’ ANalBla-
cTlptvne; P. Stras. VII 654. 17 (quoted above). On this expression see F. Preisigke, Girowe-
sen, 149-152. P. Oxy. 2769 (an agreement concerning substitution in sitologia which lists all
duties of the sitologus), and P. Stras. 654 (a receipt issued by the captains to the émipeAnTal
ciTov), both, show that the receipts are issued in the name of the collecting official, not the
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tax-payer. (Note that the word ‘receipt’ is misleading in this context: what seems to be more
appropriate is to see this document as a kind of pay-in slip). This is most easily understood if
one takes 6vopa as the account of the official, possibly in the éncavpdc into which the grain is
paid. According to these parallel cases we suggest to restore €ic dvopld cov.

13 ypadévta [ 5-8 1. [ 1 . .. v:  This part of the papyrus remains puzzling. There are
roughly 4 cm of damaged papyrus surface which shows a considerable number of traces,
which are not identifiable. These are followed by the abbreviated name of Aurelius Sarapion
alias Dionysotheon. One would therefore suspect that the preceding words belong to the
kUpLa-clause.

But back to the traces: the only legible letter seems to be an v which is preceded by a letter that
resembles a damaged a, or possibly o. The remaining traces are very faint, and I have not
been able to identify them. Herwig Maehler writes that this group of letters vaguely resembles
Inpov, but this does not offer any satisfactory solution either.

After ypadévTa, 8L’ épod orum’ éupod would be a possibility, though the name’s son as the
subject of mpoldynca should be somewhere in the nominative. However, in these standard
formula a grammatical ‘error’ seems plausible, since it would cause little misunderstanding.

14 Zapamiovole Tob kall Atovvcoféwvoc: In this line, most of this characterisctic name is
preserved: Stovuco is clear, and a long vertical which preceeds 8 could be t of kat. Faint
traces of a wide 0 and € which joins w can be seen.

15 kai émepomnblelc] opoldynca: It seems unnessary to assume that émepwndeic was abbre-
viated, as the editor suggested (émepwtn(B(eic)]. The gap is large enough; note that in 17 two
wide letters (vx) and part of T are missing.

London Ute Wartenberg



