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The Inscribed Lead Tablet from Phalasarna

The Bronze Collection of the National Museum at Athens houses a puzzling lead tablet of
Hellenistic date, from Phalasarna on the western tip of Crete, of whose basically hexametric but
manifestly corrupt 11line apotropaic text Paul Maas! writes: “[It] is for the most part nonsensical.
Different kinds of nonsense appear, chiefly the following four.

“1) The E¢écra ypdupaTa, lines 6ff.: ackikaTacky, etc.?

“2) Other barbaric groups of letters, line 3: muEvTvattayaic; lines 3 and 9: TeTpayoc, etc.

“3) Greek words and phrases in no intelligible context, line 3: alal éyn 8’ €\ket; line 8: pakdpwv
kaT’ duakitov alddv, ete.

“4) Greek words more or less corrupt, line 5: SavTwv for BdvTwy or Spdvtwv; line 7: kTadec] Ja
e8afnt katalpaEitov for kaTddecpa €866n (or So6fL) kat’ dpaLTov, ete.”

He gives the bibliography3 and notes that “for epigraphical evidence one still depends on the in-
adequate reproduction in the first edition.” To remedy this, I offer a tracing (FIG. 2) made from the
tablet itself,# a transcription, and a very tentative text. I do not pretend to remove what difficulties
Maas saw, rather merely to provide a firmer basis for their discussion. There are departures from
the transcription in E. Ziebarth’s ed. pr.; rather than list them all, I reprint (FIG. 1) his “inadequate
reproduction.”

The provenance is known only from the man who sold the tablet in 1890 to the Athens Ar-
chaeological Society. From Crete no writing on lead of any date, as far as I know, is available to
compare for dating.> The letter-forms, “epigraphical” as at Derveni and in the early Timotheus
papyrus, suggest the 4th or perhaps early 3rd century. Ziebarth: c¢. 300; “dazu stimmt das Jota
adscriptum, das, wie es scheint, nirgends fehlt, das o fiir ov in aUT6 und knT0.”

Phrases in lines 6-7 (J-N below) find parallels on a probably somewhat older inscribed lead
tablet from Selinous, which R. D. Kotansky and I shall publish, in the J. Paul Getty Museum.

L “Emeviktdc,” Hesperia 13 (1944) 36-37.
2 For these see now K. Preisendanz, “Ephesia grammata,” RAC 5 (1961) 515-20.

3 Ed. pr.: E. Ziebarth, “Neue attische Fluchtafeln,” NachrGaott (1899) 105-35, pp. 129-32, no.
26, with ad-vice from R. Wiinsch. Reconstruction of text and detailed commentary: Wiinsch, “Neue
Fluchtafeln,” RhM 55 (1900) 62-85, pp. 73-85; C. C. McCown, “The Ephesia grammata in popular
belief,” TAPA 54 (1923) 123-36 (with English translation). Text and brief notes: D. Levi, “Silloge
in corsivo delle iscrizioni metriche cretesi,” SIFC n.s. 2 (1922) 321-400, p. 394; ICret 11 (19) 7.
Notes: S. Eitrem, “Varia,” Nordisk Tidskrift for Filologi, ser. iv 10 (1922) 102-16, p. 115, no. 39.

4 T made the tracing in the early 1970’s, when Evi Touloupa was director of the Bronze
Collection; I am very grateful to her and to her two successors, Petros Kalligas and Roza
Proskinitopoulou, for making my work there easy and pleasant. I am also grateful to Anna
Panayotou for providing the immediate incentive for these notes and for recently examining the
tablet with me, letter by letter; as a result I have now changed the tracing of certain letters in Line 1.

5 From Lappa on Crete but now lost is a lead tablet of Roman Imperial date, ICret 11 (16) 28,
cursing vio-lators of a tomb.
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Az NAN ANA 1A /N AE KEAEVQ

IHNA T AAEZKAKION KAI HPAKAEA DTOAINOPOO
AlAl EFQ A EAKEI TE[TPAFOEX V=VTVAI IATAAIE EI
AVKAINA- ®EVIE KVQN AMAX KAl PPOKPOMOX ATE frei

ZVNOIKOZ MAINOMENO] AANTQN PPOX AQMATA AVTO
AZKI KATAZKI KATATZKIAAZIAN ENA AXIAN EN AMOAMQI
Y01 A ONOMA TPEZANEMQI AIOT AKTH OABIOX QI KTAAET!
E+HI MAKAPQN MAKAIPQN KAT AMASITON AVAAN TPAZ]

MEAEIOPETON
O ME KATAXPIZ

_HMI\PAZ AMIZANTON AEQKEPATL A
I\HAHZE TOI OVTE EPHNIKTY

EVIE™ ETEPON OIKQI M
IATPONKAAEQKAINIKHNKAIATOAAQ
AGOE EMAGOLEMAGOE GEVI AMA GEVIE (

KAZTOE APKOMEMPOMA/ )ETQI KVNE

\IZAIFA BIAI EK KHPo EAAVNE TEZONOMA TETPAT
(EAAGHIKATAAMAZITONQKOI PPESIAAVTOE
ETPAZTETPAFOEAAMNAMENEYV frel

AAMAZON AE KAKQIIAEKONTAX ANATKAI OX KE ME XINHTAIKAIOIKAKAKOAAOBAAOIZIEPAKOT

ONTOZ ONV= |\EOAPAKONTOX FAQXA FENEIO
Rl OVTE MATQI OVTE [MATQ MHI ZINTOPA IPANTQN

Fig. 1. Ziebarth’s “Reproduction”

Fig. 2
(Dotted lines are those

. My Tracing.
that I could not be sure I saw.)
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National Museum, Athens max. pr. H. 0.037 m. Phalasarna
Inv. X.9355 max. pr. W. 0.145 m. IVP or early IIIP
ayy2ehavavaya—2—Jubusereevwl2] d1Feel Juvorkwr 2wy 9 nl
Cnvake&aKaKOVKaLnpaK)\eaTrTo)\mopGOVLaTQGOVKa)\emKaLVLKnv[,]ataﬁo)\)\m[
ALALEYOBENKELTETpAyOCTUEVTVALTAYaANLceTTadoce TadoceTadocde ] Japadevy T

AUKALVAGE UYEKUWVAPLACKALTPOKPOTTEPOCATE vacat [
chyvotkocpatvopevolSavTwrmpocdupaTaauvToekacTocapkopemopmall-Ze Totcure vac.?
OLCKLKaTaCKLKaTGCKLaaCLavevéaCLa_ievapo)wwt[ﬁ]éawa&ateKKnTroekavveTjeL[ﬁ]voopaTETpkay[
COL60VOLL(1Tp€<S(1V€HUJNOC(IKTT]OKBLOCIQ)LKTOLSEC[JESO(@T]LKOLTOLLLG&LTOVL(JJK[LS](Pmpécw\)\UTO vac.
exMLpakapwvpakapwvkatapagLToval BavtpaEteteTpaETeTparyocdapvap M2ev vac. [

Sapacovdekakwd JekovTacavaykal *lockepeciimratkatotkakako oBadoLctLe pakotTe|
’IT€>\€LOTTGTOVX_LM[Q]p(lCOL}LLC(lVTOVX€OJK€p(lCM,](JJVTOCOVU&)EOBpaKOVTOC[?]Y)\UJCGY€V€LO_p[

opekaTaypte, 3 nnce TorovteemuiktSZovTtemaTtwo 2 reratwynidZropamavtwval

—
— O 0 0 NN B W

—_—

ayy or 7. Unclear whether high horizontal extends to touch top of 2nd vertical or whether anything extended right from top of 2nd vertical.
Foot of 2nd vertical slightly higher than 1st. IIs have right legs raised, e.g. meAeLomeTov (10), but some not so high, e.g. mavtov (11).
bRight—hand end of low horizontal: €, C , ‘g’, C, Or . CTraces too worn to draw, compatible with vy of Ziebarth’s [ple Uyepicers. dE, g.
wv,at  CRight-hand half of high, small circle: p or ¢.  fFull vertical, broken off at right. ~ &mory.  hcbegun as € vel sim. v
or n; what stands right of vertical slopes less than diagonal of most vs. JHigh horizontal: Y, €, C, <§, T, Or T. kFull vertical, broken
off at right.  ITwo left-hand wedges of c, too small to draw. ~ MRight-hand half of high, small circle: p or ¢. NEull vertical, broken
off at right.  °Room for narrow letter at most.  PVertical, with possible right-hand connection at top.  9High horizontal: s €, Q , 'g_', ,
or T.
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Letters read by Ziebarth but now lost are underlined.

PAyyeNav (?) dva FA[~~= -~ Tlvde kel

[belirylepel uleTépwv oticwv [~=Jwv [dimlo — .

2ZfAva T’ dheElkarov kal Hpakhéa mToNmopov,

TaTpov karéw kal Nikny kal "Amowval.

3alal &ym 8 Ecel Te Tpdyoc TIVEYTYAITAIAAIC

Emadoc, Emadoc, Emadoc, dbedly’] dpa pedye, Nkawva:
dedye, khwv dpa c,» kal TIPOKPOITPOCATE vac. Scivoikoc.
patvopevol 84vtoy mpoc SwaTa auTd €KACTOC.

Oprdpep TIOMITAHETQI wive.

6Ackt KaTackt {katacky Aactav EvSactav év dpokydt

[all€ aiya Blaw ék kimo éNatveTe TlGL Olvdpa TéTpayloc)

Teol 8 bvopa TpeE <—=== dvepdioc AkTy.

"ONBuolc) (i kearTa 8¢ cliledadft kat’ dpaitov “1d.”
KIOHI®PECI AAYTOlvac.?) 8xmu pakdpwy {akapwv) kat’ dpaéitov alilddy,

Tpa& TéTpa& TéTparyoc

Aapvapelvled vac. F8dpacov 8¢ kaxac [dékovTac dvdykalt.

Oc ké pe climtaw kal 6t kaxa KOAAOBAAOICI

teparomrelpov?] 10mereldmeTor xuplatlpac dpicavtov Aewképac Nélovroe
BVuE, NeodpdkovToc yAdcav yéveLov.

TR TOZTIoNARSTTZ QMBI AD >

%)

13 pe kataxpletlwt Sh\iceTot obre émuikTlwd]
T olte maTdt [obhr émaTwyft, divirop amdvtwv. a

A-D “I bid you to flee from these houses of ours.... I call on Zeus the averter of ills, Herakles the
sacker of cities, latros, Nike, Apollon.” E Te Tpdryoc or TéTpayoc, as if the genitive of one
of the épécla ypdppaTa (c¢f: Hsch. s.v., dekiov, katdekiov, NE, TéTpa, Sapvapeveie, alclov)?
The Cretan nymph ’AkakdA\ic conj. Eitrem H “Let them run (3dvTwv conj. Ziebarth,
S«p>dvTowv Wiinsch), maddened, each to his own house.” J-N Getty: acklL KaTdcKL ddc™
ctaacta evdactlav mpoc?] / apolyov alf avya Bat ek knmou e aweTel / Tol 8 ovopa TeTpayl 1/
TeTpoavap ayeTe Tpayl avelluwiioc alklte hudaTtwy L8l 1/ 0ABLoc wt [kalta S ckedabint kaT
apal/Elitolv tw [ Ibpactvau M 8¢ for 81? “Happy he for whom has been shed, on the high-
way, (the mystic shout) i6!” cf. the road at the end of the Hipponian gold text: kal 8¢ kal cuxv(c)v
hodov €pxeact> hdv Te kal d\\ot / pocTal kal Bdyxot hitepav ctel xoct khe>etvol. N
dpecciivtoc (hapax) “mad” conj. Wiinsch O Or Tpa& te Tpa& Te Tpdyoc? Qol: read
6c? “Whoever hurts me and who....” R tepakdmTepov (or Tepul), meetdmeTov (evidently
from méAela “dove”), dutcavTov (from d + pic-, something to ward off hatred?), Aewképac (for
Aevkok-?), Aeodpdkwv add. lex. “Hawk’s-feather (or -wing), peleiopeton, white-horned (?) ami-
santon of she-goat, claw of lion, tongue, mane (?) of leédrakon.” Materia magica? S6:ob
Maas, o0 Wiinsch, é«c> conj. Ziebarth, Eitrem  8n\jceTal conj. Eitrem  émevikTwl conj. Maas
T moT®L conj. Maas S-T, as if continuing Q, “shall not harm me with ointment or with
application (so Maas; ghost?) or with drink or with spell (émaT- for émaywyfi), spoiler (clvTwp
add. lex.) of all things.” o a number? The text the first of several?
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