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TWO UNLIKELY IMPERIAL TITULATURES

Everyone who ever saw an original documentary papyrus or a photograph of one will have been struck
by the fact that scribes keep at the left side of a document the line-beginnings in one straight line but
bother less about equal line-endings with the result that many documents reveal at the right side a kind
of sawtooth writing, just like a page written on a typewriter1.

It is, therefore, impossible to supplement in the lacunae at the beginning of a regularly broken off
document in one line, e.g., 33 letters, in the next one 18 letters, and in a third one again 22 letters. On
the other hand, at the right side of a document the latitude to supplement letters is larger2.

Studying P. Mich. XI 615 which attracted my attention by the unique imperial titulature of the
emperors Valerianus and Gallienus and the Caesar Saloninus in lines 11-14 and the defective imperial
titulature of the same rulers in lines 35-38 I had the original on my table3. As one can see on the
photograph which accompanies this article (cf. Tafel XI), the papyrus is only complete at the bottom
where there is a free margin of approximately 6.5 cm. Neither at the left nor at the right is the papyrus
regularly broken off. However, one can also see that several clusters of lines are at the left side broken
off at the same point.

The editor of P. Mich. XI 615 supplemented the lacunae at the left with the following numbers of
letters4:

line 6   -   26 letters (14)5 line 22   -   16 letters (13)
"   7   -   14     "     (11) "   23   -   19    "      (14)
"   8   -   17     "     (13) "   24   -   15     "     (11)
"   9   -   23     "     (11) "   25   -   18     "     (8)
"   10 -   21     "     (12) "   26   -   15     "     (15)
"   11 -   23     "     (14) "   27   -   24     "     (16)
"   12 -   33     "     (19) "   28   -   16     "     (16)
"   13 -   18     "     (17) "   29   -   17     "     (8)
"   14 -   22     "     (16) "   31   -   14     "     (10)
"   15 -   21     "     (16) "   32   -   19     "     (6)
"   17 -   22     "     (13) "   33   -   22     "     (14)
"   18 -   18     "     (13) "   34   -   21     "     (19)
"   19 -   19     "     (12) "   37   -   20     "     (20)
"   20 -   20     "     (13) "   38   -   27     "     (19)

1 Literary prose texts often show a straight line also at the right side. Cf., e.g., E.G. Turner, G(reek) M(anuscripts of the)
A(ncient) W(orld), 2nd ed. by P.J. Parsons, BICS 46, London 1987, nos. 63, 71. I leave out of consideration ecthesis mainly
used to draw attention to one thing or another and well known from the first line of tax-receipts on which the epsilon of
¶tou! is written very large and out of line with the other lines of the receipt. Cf., e.g., GMAW no. 59 and the recently
published P. Pher. It sometimes happens that a scribe, working towards the foot of a document, begins progressivily further
to the left = Maas's Law (or, exceptionally, further to the right).

2 Cf., e.g., P. Ryl. II 110 (Hermopolis; A.D. 259) = plate 46 in R. Seider, Paläographie der griechischen Papyri I.1,
Stuttgart 1967 for an example of a documentary papyrus with rather uneven line-endings.

3 In footnote 81 (p.111) of his article entitled “Vom fler≈tato! Ka›!ar zum §pifan°!tato! Ka›!ar” ZPE 99, 1993,
97ff. F. Mitthof suggests to restore the usual titulature for these emperors and the Caesar Saloninus. He does not pronounce
himself about the division of the titulatures over lines 11-14 and 35-38 in the papyrus under discussion.

4 The lacunae at the beginning of lines not taken into account cannot be supplemented with reasonable certainty.
5 Between brackets the number of letters restored by me in the lacunae at the left in the division of the text over the lines

as printed below.
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The hand of P. Mich. XI 615 is very regular and has an average of 4 to 5 letters per cm. Especially
the difference in the numbers of letters supplemented at the beginnings of lines 12-14 and lines 27-28 is
striking and arises suspicion. In lines 12-14 the editor reads and supplements a unique imperial titulature
for Valerianus, Gallienus, and the Caesar Saloninus6. In lines 26-28 the editor is forced to supplement
the lacunae as he does, since we are dealing with a standard formula7.

I think that the problems can be solved with some small changes and by placing some (parts of)
words restored at the beginning of a line at the end of the preceding line. I divide the reasonable sup-
plements made by the original editor of P. Mich. XI 615 as follows:

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
].[

[ ± 40 ]v. . .d[8

[ ± 17 ]. .[.]rk.ri`. .ev`[.]ka. . .leg̀[om°nvn]
4 [triako   ± 7 efi! ì] par°jomai koËfa kenok°rama [éfÉ o ¶xv per‹]

[     ± 5 émpelik]oË ktÆmato! parå lhnÚn énup̀[ery°tv! t“ MesorØ]
[mhn‹ m°trƒ ⁄ tÚ g°]nhma §jantle›tai. efi d¢ mØ §k[te¤!v !oi tØn]
[tÒte §!om°nh]n toË o‡nou teimØn dipl∞n …̀[! §!tãyh gino-]

8 [m°nh! !oi t∞! pr]ãjev! parã te §moË ka‹ §k t«n [ÍparxÒntvn moi pãn-]
[tvn. kÊrion tÚ] xeirÒgrafon di!!Ún graf¢n p[antaxª §piferÒme-]
[non ka‹ pant‹ t]“ Íp¢r !oË §pif°ronti ka‹ [§pervt(hye›!a) …mol(Ògh!a).]
[(¶tou!) . AÈtokratÒrvn] Kai!ãrvn Poupl¤ou Lik̀i`[nn¤ou OÈalerianoË ka‹ Pou-]

12 [pl¤ou Likinn¤ou OÈale]rianoË GallihnoË Germà[nik«n meg¤!tvn  EÈ!eb«n]
[EÈtux«n ka‹ Poupl¤o]u Likinn¤ou Kornhl¤ou %̀[alvn¤nou OÈalerianoË toË §pi-]
[fane!tãtou Ka¤!ar]o! %eba!t«[n
[AÈr(hl¤a) ÉI!id≈ra xvr(‹!) kur(¤ou)] xrh(mat¤zou!a) ¶!x̀o`n` [pa]r[å] !̀o`Ë` [± 4]. . . .[± 10]

16 [± 5 ˜nper o‰no]n épod[≈]!v …! prÒk(eitai) ka‹ §perv[t(hye›!a) …mol(Ògh!a).]
[boulÒmeno! d¢ é]pÚ toË di![!oË] x̀eirogrãfou monaxÚn [§n dhmo!¤ƒ ge-]
[n°!yai d¤dvmi t]ª pÒlei ßneka toË monaxÚn dhmo!ioË[!yai tå! ıri-]
[ye¤!a! (draxmå!) ib ka‹] tÚ Íp¢r t∞! dh[mo!i≈]!̀ev! …ri!m°[non ka‹ éji«]

20 [énalabÒnta! aÈ]tÚ parå toË diape!talm°nou ÍpÉ [§moË
[Ípoxeirograf]oùm°nhn ÍpÚ aÈtoË per‹ toË e‰nai [tØn Ípo-]
[grafØn fidiÒgra]fòn t∞! AÈr(hl¤a!) [ÉI!]id≈ra! sunkata[xvr¤!ai]
[aÈtÚ t“de t“ Ípom]ǹÆmati, tÚ m¢n aÈyentikÚn efi! tØn [ ÑAdrianØn]

24 [biblioyÆkhn], t̀o`Ê`tou d¢ tÚ ‡!on ÍpÒ̀m`nhma ka‹ efi! tØn [toË Nana¤ou, ka‹]
[!untãjai] grãcai t“ toË nomoË !tr(athg“) metad«nai toỀ[tou toË  ÍpomnÆmato!]
[ént¤grafon tª AÈr(hl¤&)] ÉI!id≈r& ín periª, efi d¢ mÆ, klhronÒmoi! à[Èt∞! tele¤oi!,]
[§ån d¢ éfÆlike! Œ!i], nom¤moi! aÈt«n §pitrÒpoi!, œn t[å ÙnÒ-]

28 [mata §p‹ t«n tÒpvn d]hlvyÆ!etai, ·nÉ efidª ka‹ poiÆ!h[ta¤ moi tØn épÒ-]

6 Cf. J.R. Rea, Atti del XVII congresso internazionale di papirologia III, Napels 1984, 1125ff. For SB X 10737, see F.
Mitthof, loc. cit., 110, footnote 74.

7 Cf., e.g., P. IFAO III 12, 9ff.; P. Oxy. III 485, 29ff.; (X 1270, 50f.); PSI VII 736, 2f.; SB XVI 12333, 27.
8 The first editor read and supplemented in this line as follows: [timØn plÆrh o‡nou genÆmato! toË §ne!t]«t`o`!` d[   . In

his note on line 2 he suggested: d[eut°rou ¶tou! or d [ ¶tou!. This is, however, not possible, since as F. Mitthof, loc. cit.,
111, foonote 81 already remarked neither in the 2nd nor in the 4th regnal year was Saloninus (ll.13-14) co-regent. A reading
and supplement toË §ne!t]«t`o`!` d[   ¶tou! is, however, not compelling. One could, exempli gratia, read and supplement:
[¶!xon parå !oË tØn timØn plÆrh o‡nou §k toË émpel]«n`o`!` D[         kaloum°nou genÆmato! toË dielyÒnto!/§ne!t«tow .
¶tou!.
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[do!in t«n] toË o‡nou keram¤vn triako[
[   ± 4   µ efi]dª xrh!ÒmenÒn me to›! •j∞! èrmÒzou!i per‹ §n[exura!¤-]
[a!, katå mhd¢]n §lattoum°nou mou §n oÂ! •t°roi! ¶xv p[rÚ! aÈtØn dika¤oi!]

32 […! kayÆ]kei. (¶tou!) ẁ// OÈalerian«n ka‹ GallihnoË %eba!̀[t«n
[§!hmeiv!ãmhn. to]Êtou ˆnto! éji« tØn metã[do!in ge-]
[n°!yai tª AÈr(hl¤&) ÉI!id≈r& §]ǹ≈pion …! kayÆkei, mØ §latÉtoum°n[ou toË]
[creditor's name. (¶tou!) . AÈtokratÒr]vn Kai!ãrvn Poupl¤ou Likinn¤o[u OÈalerianoË

ka‹ Pou-]
36 [pl¤ou Likinn¤ou OÈalerian]oË Gàl`lihnoË Germanik«n meg¤st[vn  EÈ!eb«n EÈtux«n]

[ka‹ Poupl¤ou Likinn¤ou] Kornhl¤ou %alvn¤nou OÈalerianoË to[Ë  §pifane!-]
[tãtou Ka¤!aro! %eba!t]«n, Pax̀∆`n` h-.

There may be some doubts whether all lacunae now contain all the actual letters which  originally
stood on the papyrus (shifting of some letters is possible)9 but a more acceptable form of the original
document has in my opinion be restored and two unique imperial titutaltures have been removed. The
above proposed reconstruction does not contribute in any way to a better understanding of P. Mich. XI
615 (already admirably explained and commented upon by its original editor, the regretted J.C. Shelton)
but it may remind future editors of mutilated papyri of their obligation to count the number of letters
they restore in lacunae of nearly equal seize: there should not be too big a difference!

University of Amsterdam P.J. Sijpesteijn

 9 Especially in the imperial titulature some elements may have been abbreviated or written with Verschleifung towards
the ends of lines. Exempli gratia : in P. Kell. Gr.  1 to restore the usual imperial titulature of the emperors Diocletianus and
Maximianus and the Caesares Constantius and Galerius together with the consulship of A.D. 293 (in a shortened and to date
for that specific year not yet attested formula) 32, 33, 44, 42 (46), 36, 36, 46, 23+ letters respectively have to be sup-
plemented in lines 1 through 8 (I wish to thank Dr K.A. Worp for showing me this text before its publication).
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