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Two UNLIKELY IMPERIAL TITULATURES

Everyone who ever saw an original documentary papyrus or a photograph of one will have been struck
by the fact that scribes keep at the left side of a document the line-beginnings in one straight line but
bother less about equal line-endings with the result that many documents reveal at the right side akind
of sawtooth writing, just like a page written on atypewriterl.

It is, therefore, impossible to supplement in the lacunae at the beginning of a regularly broken off
document in one line, e.g., 33 letters, in the next one 18 letters, and in athird one again 22 |etters. On
the other hand, at the right side of a document the | atitude to supplement lettersis larger2.

Studying P. Mich. XI 615 which attracted my attention by the unique imperial titulature of the
emperors Valerianus and Gallienus and the Caesar Saloninus in lines 11-14 and the defective imperial
titulature of the same rulers in lines 35-38 | had the original on my table3. As one can see on the
photograph which accompanies this article (cf. Tafel XI), the papyrus is only complete at the bottom
where there is a free margin of approximately 6.5 cm. Neither at the left nor at the right is the papyrus
regularly broken off. However, one can also see that severa clusters of lines are at the left side broken
off at the same point.

The editor of P. Mich. X1 615 supplemented the lacunae at the left with the following numbers of
letters®:

line6 - 26 letters (14)° line22 - 16 letters (13)
"7 - 14 " (1) " 23 -19 " 14
"8 - 17 " (13) "24 - 15 " (11)
"9 -23 " (1) " 25 -18 " (8)
"10- 21 " (12 "26 - 15 " (15
" 11- 23 " (19 27 - 24 " (16)
" 12- 33 " (19 " 28 - 16 " (16)
" 13- 18 " (17) "2 - 17 " (8
" 14- 22 " (16) "31-14 " (10
" 15- 21 " (16) "32 -1 " (6)
"17- 22 " (13 "33 -2 " (19
" 18- 18 " (13 34 -21 " (19
"19- 19 " (12 37 - 20 " (20
" 20- 20 " (13 " 38 -27 " (19

1 Literary prose texts often show astraight line also at the right side. Cf., e.q., E.G. Turner, G(reek) M(anuscripts of the)
A(ncient) W(orld), 2nd ed. by P.J. Parsons, BICS 46, London 1987, nos. 63, 71. | leave out of consideration ecthesis mainly
used to draw attention to one thing or another and well known from the first line of tax-receipts on which the epsilon of
£tovc is written very large and out of line with the other lines of the receipt. Cf., e.g., GMAW no. 59 and the recently
published P. Pher. It sometimes happens that a scribe, working towards the foot of a document, begins progressivily further
to the left = Maas's Law (or, exceptionally, further to the right).

2 Cf., eg., P. Ryl. Il 110 (Hermopolis; A.D. 259) = plate 46 in R. Seider, Palaographie der griechischen Papyri 1.1,
Stuttgart 1967 for an example of a documentary papyrus with rather uneven line-endings.

3 In footnote 81 (p.111) of his article entitled “Vom iepdrotoc Kodcap zum émpavéctatoc Kodcap” ZPE 99, 1993,
97ff. F. Mitthof suggests to restore the usual titulature for these emperors and the Caesar Saloninus. He does not pronounce
himself about the division of the titulatures over lines 11-14 and 35-38 in the papyrus under discussion.

4 The lacunae at the beginning of lines not taken into account cannat be supplemented with reasonable certainty.

S Between brackets the number of letters restored by mein the lacunae at the left in the division of the text over the lines
as printed below.
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The hand of P. Mich. XI 615 is very regular and has an average of 4 to 5 letters per cm. Especially
the difference in the numbers of letters supplemented at the beginnings of lines 12-14 and lines 27-28 is
striking and arises suspicion. In lines 12-14 the editor reads and supplements a unique imperial titulature
for Valerianus, Gallienus, and the Caesar Saloninus®. In lines 26-28 the editor is forced to supplement
the lacunae as he does, since we are dealing with a standard formula’.

| think that the problems can be solved with some small changes and by placing some (parts of)
words restored at the beginning of aline at the end of the preceding line. | divide the reasonable sup-
plements made by the original editor of P. Mich. X1 615 asfollows:

+40 Joo. . 8[8

17 ] [lpx.pt, eol Jxo, . Aey[ouévov]
Tprako +7 eic & mopéEopon kodeo kevoképouo. [cp’ ob Exm mepi]

+ 5 dunelic]od kripoartoc mopd Anvov dvor[epBétoc 1@ Mesopn]

unvi pétpo @ 10 yélvnuo é€avtieiton- el 8¢ um éxfreico cor ]
161e £copévn|v 10D oivou tewuny SimAfjv d[c éctdbn yrvo-]
uévnc cot tiic nplé&emc mopd te £uod kol €k TdV [LrapxOvIoV pot Tév-]
TV. KUPLov 0] xepdypopov diccov ypagey mlavtoyh Entpepope-]
vov kol TovTi T]@ Vrep cod émpépovtt kod [Enepwt(nBeica) dpol(dymca).]
(8touc) . Adtokpotopov] Koncdpov Movriiov Aki[vviov Obokeptovod kai ITov-]
nAiov Auktvviov Ovode]plovod FaAdinvod Teppofvikdy peyictov Evcefav]
Edtuydv koi HovmAio]v Aktvviov KopvnAiov Cladwvivov Oboieptovod 1o émt-]
pavectdtov Kaicaploc Cefactd|v
AvpMmAia) Tadmpa xop(ic) kvp(iov)] xpn(notilovca) Ecxov [ma]p[a] cod [+ 4]
+ 5 8vmep oivo]v amod[d]co dc mpd(ertan) kot énepm[t(nOeica) dpol(dynca).]
BovAduevoc 8¢ aJmo Tov dic[coV] yerpoypdpov povayov [év dnuocio ye-]
vécBon idopt ] méhet Evexa 10D povoyov dnpoctod[cBor tac dpi-]
Beicoc (Spayuac) 1B xai] 10 drep thc dn[uocid]cemc dprcué[vov kai GE1d]
avoroBovtoc o010 mapt Tod dromectoApuévou LI [Euod
vmoxetpoypoplovpévny Hrd ohTod mept Tod etvar [thy bro-]
Ypoenv id16ypajeov tic AbpMmAtac) [Ic]iddpoc svviato[ywpicon]
o070 (e ¢ reop|viportt, T pev obBeviikov elc Ty [ “Adpraviy]
BipArobAkNV], TodT0L 88 10 Tcov rduvnua kol eic Thv [10D Navaiov, kai]
covtaoun] ypduyort T 100 vopod ctp(otnyd) petaddvor Tod[tov 10D LmopviHpotoc]
avtiypagov T AdpMmAMQ)] Tciddpa Gv meptiy, el 8¢ pn, kAnpovouoic afdtiic tereionc,]
gav 8¢ dpnikec ct], vopipoic adtdv énttpdmotc, dv e ovo-]
uorte: £ml TV tonov dInAwBncetor, v’ 18f kol morcn[tad pot Ty &md-]
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6 Cf. JR. Rea, Atti del XVII congresso internazionale di papirologia I11, Napels 1984, 1125ff. For SB X 10737, see F.
Mitthof, loc. cit., 110, footnote 74.

7 Cf., eg., P. IFAO 111 12, 9ff.; P. Oxy. |11 485, 29ff.; (X 1270, 50f.); PSI VI 736, 2f.; SB XV 12333, 27.

8 The first editor read and supplemented in this line as follows: [ty mAfpn 0ivov yevuatoc 10D évect]dtoc 8[ . In
his note on line 2 he suggested: d[svtépov £tovc or & [ €rovc. Thisis, however, not possible, since as F. Mitthof, loc. cit.,
111, foonote 81 aready remarked neither in the 2nd nor in the 4th regnal year was Saloninus (11.13-14) co-regent. A reading
and supplement tod évect]®toc 8] Etovc is, however, not compelling. One could, exempli gratia, read and supplement:
[Ecxov mopd coD T Ty TANPN 0ivov £k oD aumeAd]dvoc Al koAovuévou yevipotoc Tod dredBdvtoc/évectdtog .
ETOVC.



Two Unlikely Imperial Titulatures 191

[doctv tdV] ToD oivou kepapiny Tproko|
[ £4 7 el]df) xpncouevov pe tolc e€fic dpuolovct mept évleyvpoci-]
[oc, kortd unde]v horrTovpévou pov év oic etépotc Exm [ poc adthv dikotorc]
32 [®c kaBh [xet. (¥rovc) _g// Ovodeplovdv kot FaAlimvod CePoc[tdv
[Ecnuetocduny. to]0tov dvtoc A& v peta[doctv ye-|
[vécBou 1§ Avp(nAiq) Taddpq élvamiov dc kobiket, pun édot tovpév[ov Tod]
[creditor's name. (¢tovc) | Adtokpatdplov Koicdpav Iovndiov Atkivvio[v Odadeptovod
kol ITov-]
36 [mAiov Aktvviov Oboreptov]od FoaAlimvod Teppovikdv peyiot[wv Edcefdv Evtoydv]
[kod [TovrAov Atkivviov] KopvnAiov Calmvivov Odadeptovod to[d Entpovec-]
[tatov Katcapoc CeBact]dv, Mooy 1.

There may be some doubts whether all lacunae now contain all the actual letters which originaly
stood on the papyrus (shifting of some letters is possible)® but a more acceptable form of the original
document has in my opinion be restored and two unique imperial titutaltures have been removed. The
above proposed reconstruction does not contribute in any way to a better understanding of P. Mich. XI
615 (already admirably explained and commented upon by its original editor, the regretted J.C. Shelton)
but it may remind future editors of mutilated papyri of their obligation to count the number of letters
they restore in lacunae of nearly equal seize: there should not be too big a difference!

University of Amsterdam P.J. Sijpesteijn

9 Especially in the imperial titulature some elements may have been abbreviated or written with Verschleifung towards
the ends of lines. Exempli gratia : in P. Kell. Gr. 1 to restore the usual imperia titulature of the emperors Diocletianus and
Maximianus and the Caesares Constantius and Galerius together with the consulship of A.D. 293 (in a shortened and to date
for that specific year not yet attested formula) 32, 33, 44, 42 (46), 36, 36, 46, 23+ letters respectively have to be sup-
plemented in lines 1 through 8 (I wish to thank Dr K.A. Worp for showing me this text before its publication).
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