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P.LonD. Il 1274c: SALE oF A CALF

A brown papyrus which preserves the right and upper part of a document. The right hand edge is
slightly broken. The back is blank. The measurements of the fragment are 6 x 9.6 cm. The writing is
aong the fibres. The text is described as a fragment of the first-second centuries A.D. It isa sale of calf
in the form of an opoAoyta (Il. 1-3 date; 1l. 3-5 place of the concluded document; Il. 5-9 the parties of
the agreement; |l. 9-14 the terms of the sale). The seller is Patermouthis and the buyer is Stotoetis. The
price is lost. The sale took place in Polydeukeia, a village of the Arsinoite nome. This is the only
example so far where this village is connected with sale of cattle; see A. Jordens, Sozialstrukturen im
Arbeitstierhandel des kaiserzeitlichen Agypten, Tyche 10 (1995), pp. 79-81. At the end there is an ap-
pendix in which references to prices of calvesin the papyri are listed; cf. P.Cair.Cent. 62, p. 353; H.-J.
Drexhage, Preise, Mieten/Pachten, Kosten und Léhne im rémischen Agypten, St. Katharinen 1991, S.
301-304.1

Tafd VI
1 ["Etoug Jv Avtoxpditopog
[Katoapog] Aopttiovod ZeB[ootod ]
[Tepuavixo]d Xoway [ ]~ év MoA[vdevkeiq]
[tig O@ep]iotov pepidog 10b "Apcivoei-
5 [tov vouod.] ‘Ouoroyel Motepuodbic
0g £]tdv TecoapdKovTa
] €€ dpi(ctepdv) Zrotofitt
og £]tdv mevinxov|ta
O] memporkcév(on
10 1., 6md t®y bmopy6v-

[tov Jowv xtnvav udcyov
10|910V TO10VTOV AvOrdpp[t-]
[pov kol améyerv T0]v OpoAoyodvta [Motep-

[odOy gk TAfpov]c v Tw[nv

Year [ ... ] of the Emperor [Caesar] Domitianus Augustus Germanicus, Choiach [.], in Polydeukeia
of the division of Themistos of the Arsinoite nome. Patermouthis [son of NN] aged about 4[0 with a
scar on ... ] on the left side agrees that he has sold to Stotoetis [son of NN] aged about 5[0 with a scar
onthe] right[ ... ], from hisown cattleacalf [ ... ] just asit is, not liable to be rejected, and that |, the
acknowledging party Patermouthis, receive the pricein full ...

1-3 The document is to be dated in the month Choiach (27/28 November to 26/27 December) in a year of the reign of
Domitian between A.D. 81 (first year) and A.D. 95 (15th year; in November/December 96 Domitian was already dead).
Asthereis space for only one digit after the month name, the most probable date is 27/28 November (Choiach 1) to 6/7
December (Choiach 10).

6-14 Inthe lost part of the papyrus we suggest the following supplements at the beginning of each line:

1 would like to thank Dr. Scot McKendrick, Curator of Manuscripts in the Britsih Museum, who kindly gave me the
permission to publish thistext here.
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6 The name of Patermouthis father.

N. Litinas

7 A number following tecoapdxovto of the preceding line, and then a phrase such as ovAn petono] €€ dpi(ote-

p@dV).

8 Thename of Stotoetis' father.
9 A number following revtrikovto: of the preceding line, and then a phrase such as 00T dvtikvnpuio de]&idt.

10 The dative of the buyer’s name or the pronoun ovt®, and then probably areference to the market-place, év dyop@.
11 A phraselike bropyovi[tov ovtd Boik]@v ktnvdv or bropyovi[tev ovtd tavpik]dv ktnvav. This phraseis quite

similar to P.Lond. Il 282, 11-13 (A.D. 69) dno 1V drapxdvi[ov] odTtdtl dvikdy kTnvdv dvov.

The gender, the age, the colour or other special feature of the animal; cf. P.Mich. IX 523, 13 (Karanis; A.D. 66) uécyov
téderov moppdy(pouv).
15 ff. The amount in drachmas and the non-aggression clause, i.e. kol undev éykaielv Tov Opoloyodvia Etc.

12-13 For the clause to]dtov 1010010V dvandpp[ipov see A. Kranzlein, todtov to10dtov dvandpipov in den Eselverkaufs

urkunden aus dem kaiserzeitlichen Agypten, Grazer Beitrage 12/13 (1985-1986), pp. 225-234.

Appendix: Referencesto prices of calves (uéoyot) in the papyri

no. document date kind of document provenance attributes of the number of price
calf animals

1 PHamb.11173,2 241B.C. order to pay Oxyrhynchite  Agvkotl 2 540 dr.

2 P.Cair.Zen. Il 240-239B.C.  account of calves  Philadelpheia 11 720 dr.
59370, 7-8

3 P.Cair.Zen. Il I B.C. private letter Philadelpheia ? 600 dr.
59435, 4

4 P.Car.Zen. IV I B.C. private letter Philadelpheia 1 200 dr.
59595

5 BGU XIII 2335 A.D. 42-43 cheirographon Arsinoite TOPPOG 1
P.Lond. Il 1274¢c A.D. 81-96 homologia Arsinoite 1

7 PSaap. 8,4 A.D. 102-103  cheirographon 13dpotg +

1 pdoyog

8 BGUIII 986 A.D.118-38  receiptof asdle  Arsinoite o1tdypovg 1 3[.]Odr.

P.Oxy. IV 729 A.D. 139 lease of vineyard ~ Oxyrhynchos 3Boéeg+5 2500 dr.
pooyot

10 BGU XII1 2293,8- A.D. 147-155 tax receipt 1 100 dr.
11

11 P.Sarap. 59, 23 I A.D. list of expences ? 44 dr.

12 P.Mert. 11 86 (= A.D. 296 receipt 1 6600 dr.
P.Choix 23)

13 SB X1V 11432 Il A.D. receipt of asale Oxyrhynchos  aiudypwpog 1 1lta +

3000 dr.
14 P.Sakaon 54, 19 IV A.D. list of sales Arsinoite 2 1333
tal.
Rethymnon (Crete) Nikos Litinas



TAFEL VI
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