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PINDAR,  FRAGMENTS 128C (THREN.  3) AND 260

Fr. 128c (Thren. 3)1

6 è m¢n éx°tan L¤non a‡linon Ïmnei,
è d' ÑUm°naion, <˘n> §n gãmoi!i xroÛzÒmenon
nukt‹ !Án pr≈tai lãben ~§!xat Ïmn(oi!)~

6 éx°tan edd.: eÈx°tan cod.          Ïmnei Hermann: Ímn(e›n) cod.          7 <˘n> suppl. Hermann          §n gãmoi!i Welcker:
§rgãmoi!i cod.          8 nukt‹ dispexit Maehler          !Án pr≈tai Donaldson: !Êmprvt cod.

Neither è (sc. éoidã)2 nor Maehler’s ¶!xato! Ïmnvn3 is a satisfactory subject for lãben in this context,
and the latter seems a doubtful phrase in itself. The required sense, ‘who died on his wedding night’, is
most easily obtained by emending to ¶!xato! Ïpno!, for which cf. h. Merc. 289 mØ pÊmatÒn te ka‹
Ï!taton Ïpnon fiaÊ!hi!. Ímn- will have intruded from l. 6: cf. N. 4.16, where the transmitted Ïmnon is
corrected by Bergk to uflÒn4, Ïmnou having preceded (11).

Fr. 260

5 ÉOdu!eÁ! d¢ p[
paid‹ diktù[
kuri≈tero[ õefi! !of¤a! lÒgon
éyr°vn én[

So the lines are printed by Snell and Maehler. But efi! !of¤a! lÒgon5, which editors take to be Pindar’s
own, clearly belongs to the citing author, Aelius Aristides6, who favours expressions of this form,
having seven instances of efi! éret∞! lÒgon alone7, while Pindar has nothing comparable. The adjective,
on which the identification of the papyrus largely depends, may not be his either. If it is, he is more
likely to have written simply !of¤an: cf. O. 1.104 dÊnamin kuri≈teron.
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1 Recent discussions of the text: Maria Cannatà Fera, RFIC 115 (1987), 12–23, with plate facing p. 16; ead., Pindarus:
Threnorum fragmenta (1990), 136–56, on her fr. 56, with plate facing p. 88; ead., GIF 43 (1991), 153f.; G. B. D’Alessio,
RFIC 119 (1991), 111f.; H. Maehler, Scritti in onore di Bruno Gentili (1993), ii.453–60; E. Dettori, Eikasmos 5 (1994), 65–
70; id., GIF 47 (1995), 297.

2 Doubtfully proposed by D’Alessio, 112.
3 Printed in his Teubner edition (1989); ¶!xato! Ïmno! mentioned as an alternative in his article (457).
4 ‘Emendatione palmari’ (O. Schroeder, ed. maior [1900]); rightly accepted by the most recent editors, M. M. Willcock

(Pindar: Victory Odes [1995]) and W. H. Race (Loeb [1997]).
5 I. e. ‘with respect to wisdom’, not ‘as regards the utterance of wisdom’ (W. J. Slater, Lexicon to Pindar [1969] s. v.

lÒgo! B.1.e),
6 3.478 (i.456.13–15 L.–B.) ka¤toi t¤! oÈk ín fÆ!eien oÍtv!‹ pollØn e‰nai tØn élog¤an, ˆnta m¢n aÈtÚn (sc.

Palamedem) kuri≈teron toË ÉOdu!!°v! efi! !of¤a! lÒgon, …! ¶fh P¤ndaro!, e‰y' ≤tthy∞nai toË xe¤rono! ktl.
7 1.180 (i.72.18), 390 (i.134.14); 3.148 (i.341.8f.), 178 (i.351.11), 249 (i.377.22); 7.24 (i.609.5); 26.41 (ii.103.17 K.).


