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This talk presents the results of a series
of experiments which examine the impact
of two information status categories (given
and new) as well as frequency of occurence on
pitch accent realisations.
More specifcially, the experiments explore within-type
similarity of pitch accent productions and
the effect information status and frequency
of occurrence have on these productions.

The first experiment examines pitch accent variability of different
pitch accent types. The main result is that pitch accents differ in
their within-type variability and that the degree of variability
increases with increasing frequency of occurrence of the respective
pitch accent type.

The second experiment investigates the influence of information status
on the variability of pitch accent types.
The differences in within-type variability are even more pronounced
when analysing pitch accents of a particular information status
category.

The last experiment shows that the frequency of occurrence of
not only pitch accent type but also of  information
status categories plays a role in the variability of a pitch accent
type.  

In the talk it will be shown that these results are in line with exemplar-theoretic expectations.
 
