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The dialect of Moresnet is spoken in a transitional area between Limburgian and Ripuarian dialects, in the German speaking part of Belgium. Like other dialects in the area, Moresnet distinguishes between so called Accent 1 (a falling tone) and Accent 2 (more or less a level high tone).

The accent is distinctive on long vowels, but predictable on short vowels, where the voicing of the next consonant determines the tone on the short vowel: before a voiced obstruent we find Accent 1 ('bedde' =

beds) and before a voiceles obstruent we find Accent 2 ('teppech' = carpet).

The same correlation can be found in other Limburgian dialects, but Moresnet is special since the relation has become opaque in two ways, both suggesting that it is the underlying voicing which counts, rather than the phonetic specification. In the first place, final devoicing has no influence, so that phonetically voiceless obstruents sometimes have accent 1 ('bet' = 'bed'; compare the plural form). In the second place regressive voicing assimilation also does not have an influence, so that phonetically voiceless obstruents sometimes have Accent 2 ('stobde' from 'stop'+'de' = stopped).

In this talk, we present an autosegmental OT solution of this problem, based on the assumption (Beckman 1999) that voicing and low tone are represented in the same way (e.g. by a feature L). Final devoicing in Moresnet doesn't mean loss of this feature, as it does on other features, but movement from the consonant to the vowel. On the other hand, spreading of the feature to cover more than two position is prohibited by a constraint against feature spans which are too big; this constraint is independently motivated in the dialect.

