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The traditional Miriwoong country lies in the Kununurra area in the north of Western Australia but also stretches 

for about 100 kilometres beyond the Northern Territory border and used to encompass the northern parts of 

the lands now covered by Lake Argyle (Olawsky 2010a). The Miriwoong and Gajerroong people were granted 

partial traditional ownership rights to their traditional land by the High Court in 2002 after a Native Title court 

case.  

The Miriwoong language is a non-Pama-Nyungan language of the Jarrakan language family. Miriwoong is 

spoken fluently by no more than 20 individuals who are all older than 60 (Olawsky 2010a/b). The NILS Report 

classifies Miriwoong as ‘severely’ to ‘critically endangered’ (Brenzinger et al. 2003).  

During two fieldtrips dedicated to documenting linguistic structures in Miriwoong information on the culture of 

possession was recorded. A summary of the information shared by the Miriwoong people is the subject of this 

talk. We will address how inheritance of land/territory is organized along kinship lines and cultural beliefs and 

practices. In addition, the correlation of land and identity as well as the notion of ownership among the 

Miriwoong will be discussed.  
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