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It is uncontroversial that language reflects cultural norms. This reflection is apparent on syntactic semantic and 

pragmatic levels, as well as across modalities. In this paper we discuss how language is used as a vehicle for 

cultural approaches to nature and environment, focussing on the aspect of cultural anchoredness within the 

triangle of land, language, and people in Aboriginal Australia. We will discuss how shared cultural knowledge 

and the deep rootedness of Aboriginal people within their land is reflected in their everyday communication.  

In the first part we take a broad view on ‘language’ to encompass language use in the two modalities - speech 

and signs. In order to tease apart some aspects of the very complex relationship between language and culture 

we will take a close look at co-speech gesture contexts. We will address the different possible realisations of 

anchoredness in the environment, such as inherent deictic features, the use of an absolute frame of reference, 

and kinship terms. In the second part we analyse data from small Aboriginal communities in the Northern 

Territory. An overview of the cultural approaches towards the connection of land, language, and people of this 

community will be given. Furthermore, we will analyse bimodal data illustrating the anchoredness of the 

community within this system. In the third part we compare the results with data coming from another small 

community on the Seychelles and discuss the relevance of geographical features as well as the size of those 

communities for cultural anchoredness within the environment. 
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