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PANEL 5: NATURE AND ENVIRONMENT IN INDIGENOUS W RITING
Nature as a living agent – Reading Nature and Environment in Mudrooroo’s Dr. Wooreddy’s
Prescriptions for enduring the Ending of the World
David Kern
Stating that nature and environment are important elements in the context of indigenous writing might amount
to a truism which bears the danger of an unchallenged reproduction of the colonial image of the “noble savage”,
unless environment and imagery from nature are further qualified - are examined more closely in individual
pieces of indigenous writing. In my paper I thus engage in a close reading analysis of nature and environment
in Mudrooroo’s (Colin Johnson) 1983 novel. I suggest that Helen Tiffin’s approach to post-colonial literature as
“Counter-Discourse” provides a helpful analytical tool for reading nature in Mudrooroo not only as a narrative
element, but as a living agent and as a protagonist in its own right. I examine how in Mudrooroo’s novel subjectobject dichotomies between humans and nature are systematically unwound, and how locations of the self
within a nexus of being are negotiated from an indigenous perspective. I argue that this undoing of subjectobject relations between humans and nature is at the heart of Mudrooroos text. In foregrounding nature and
environment within a narrative reworking of first encounter, Mudrooroo’s text is an act of empowerment. This
empowerment is achieved through a representation of environmental consciousness which resists the act and
notion of displacement, as well as the oppressive conceptual logic behind the notion of the “other”, and
hegemonic assumptions against indigenous epistemology and ontology.
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