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This paper discusses how understandings of land and the environment is presented in Indigenous Australian 

film. It introduces Samson & Delilah (2009) by Katej director Warwick Thornton – a very unconventional slow 

and almost silent film. It is emotionally very challenging as it unrelentingly shows the consequences of 

colonization for Indigenous Australians, and specifically the rough reality for Indigenous youth in isolated 

communities. It tells a youth love story set in a remote village near Alice Springs, where life seems suspended 

with nothing to do, to gain, or aspire to for young people. Switching between the rural and urban, the film 

speaks of marginalization, abuses, violence, and devastation that the young couple faces. Understandings of 

their culture and the land, which the young have not lost nevertheless, saves them from plain destruction and 

death. The paper will discuss how this Indigenous film communicates young Indigenous Australians’ 

understandings of land, culture, and the environment as well as their struggles for plain survival.  
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