s an outcome of ACACIA's
A]ongterm commitment to contri-
bute in the protection of the na-

tural and cultural heritage of northem
Sudan and a joint Sudanese-German
mission in 1998, a Protected Area cent-
red at the Nile’s once most important tri-
butary from the Sahara has been offici-
ally declared in 2001 (*Wadi Howar
National Park™). The park area covers
more than 100,000 km? and stretches
over some 550 km from the Sahelian
zone to the hyperarid Saharan desert.
Africa’s largest country now alse owns
the earth’s largest natural and cultural re-
serve with an outstanding potential for
conservation and economic development.
The Wadi Howar region offers a great
seenic diversity and a variety of geogra-
phical, biological and archaeological
features. The park area (2) includes the

northern part of the Meidob Hills with

their numerous volcanic craters; the
Jebel Rahib which can be considered as

a Geological Museum (1); the endless:

granite plains interspersed with insel-
bergs (3) and crescent-shaped dunes;
and the impressive sandstone landforms
of Jebel Tageru and Zolat el Hammad.
The Malha and' Nukheila lakes (4) as
well as the oases of El Atrun and Lagiya
are distinctive landmarks of the Eastern
Sahara.

The exclaves and access zones also of-
fer spectacular sights such as the true
“forest in the desert” (5) in the upper Wa-
di Howar, the picturesque Selima oasis,
the Great Selima Sand Sheet, the blue
marble hills near Lagiya Umran, the
limestone plateau of Jebel Abyad, the
huge escarpment of Jebel Nagashush
with Wadi Milk in its foreland, or the
vast dune fields in the foreland of the
Ennedi mountains.

A major reason of WHNP is the preser-
vation, rehabilitation or reintroduction
of wildlife adapted to: desert environ-
ments such as addax. oryx. barbary sheep.
dorcas and other gazelles, which still
were abundant about S50 years ago, but
also cheetah, ostrich, falcon and other
species. The increasing vegetation along
‘Wadi Howar and Wadi Magrur is a re-
cent asset. As yet unaffected by tourism,
Northwestern Sudan retains the last oc-
currences of intact Neolithic and Palaco-
lithic surface sites in the Sahara. Among
the prominent archaeological features are
the rock art of Zolat el Hammad and Wa-
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di Hussein; the outstanding prehistoric
dune settlements with their extremely
rich archaeological remains: the presu-
mably Meroitic fortress; or historic
remains along the Darb el Arbain. the
Eastern Sahara’s most important ancient
caravan route.

The barely populated region also provi-

desa un'ique opportunity for ecological

momtormg of desert fringe environ-

“ments. It could become the heart of a pi-

lot research project with international
reach, contributing to the much disputed

. problem of desert encroachment within

o area mean&uuhmg«the €conomic poten-
- tial of a vast, presently almost waste re-
gion. It will enhance and complement the

country's attraction by enyironmentally
sustainable desert tourism. The involve-

- mentand lmpmvementof the lt\nngcon-': %

ditions of the local population is a prere-

qulsncfurﬂssueeess. h pmlmonof: it

Sudan’s unique desert heritage is of ut-

most importance for present and fulure-- o

generations. e

The declaration of WHNP was the cru-
cial move forward to prevent any avoi-
dable damage from northern Sudan’s na-
tional heritage by uncontrolled off-road
tourism, illicit hunting and industrial use
that have ravaged other Saharan regions.
Next steps comprise the proposal and no-
mination of Natural and Cultural World
Heritage sites, the quest for funding, and
the design and implementation of appro-
priate management plans.



